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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
The courthouse square in Noblesvjlle is a green presently occupied by two structures - the
Hamilton County Courthouse on the east and the Hamilton County Jail on the southwest corner.
Both are Second Empire Stvle structures built of red pressed brick, trimmed with Indiana
limestone, and crowned by mansard roofs.

The present.'iail js the third such structure to occupy the square; jts form consists of two
Oi:!jnct.parts, an.e1l-shaped brick residence with a lquqre tower at its vertex and a square
cellblock constructed of limestone to the rear (north) of the residence. The winqs of the
two storv residence are two bays wide and three and four bays lonq, respectively, with the
lonq leq parallel to the sor.lth sjde of the.square; the thr"ee stor.y tower is two bays square.
The elevations consist of a foundation and quoins of r.usticated limestone, windows of turo-
over-two double-hung-Sdsh-capped by low.stone pediments; dnd,a cornice wiih mpdillions over
rectangular pane'ls set.between"braekets. ,The'concave curve of the slate mansard roof above
still.remains one.d'oniler-on the"soqlh elevat,ion. The windows of the.folver djffer'on'ly on thr
third floor where they are paired by a central mullion and capBed with round-arched stone
lintels; the cornice and mansard roof of the tower have been removed. The oriqinal porch,
in the anqle between the winqs, has survived; the entrance, in its base of the tower, has
a modern door.

The cellblock to the rear has simple walls of smooth rusticated limestone puctuated by sjmplr
punched openings; the roofline has a bracketed eave and a straight mansard roof covered'in
s I ate.

The iail has been altered a number of times. In 1940 a two-car garage was added to the
east sjde, and new cells replaced the old cell blocks: The old sheriff's residence has been
made over into the sheriff's office. The final ma.ior chanqe other than routine maintenance
was the removal of most of the dormer windows and tower roof,in,the,l"950's.

The courthouse is a three story rectangu'lar mass a'ligned north and,south, with a straight-
pitched mansard roof and a clocktower at the crossing of the central axes. 0n the east
and west elevations, three central bays project to form a front'isprece; these are roofed
with a convex mansard roof, as a.re the central bays on the south elevation. The facades
are punctuated by limestoneCorinthianpiiasters used to rlefine oavjlions at the corners and
central bays; limestone is also used for the classical eniiamernen'Ls of the windours whjch are
capped by segmenta'l arches on the first floor, flat or ped'imented ljntels on the second, and
the architrave of the main entablature above the third floor. The entablature consists of
a plain architrave with horizontal mou'ldings and a crown mould on the cornice; the roof
is now an expanse of shingles devoid of the dormers, crestinq and metal curbs which it
originally displayed.

The tower consists of two stories on a square base, with a square domical roof. The walls
are covered with metal stamped to simulate ashlar masonry with rustjcated horizontal joints.
The upper tower stony,has clock'fades set in,each,of,the four sides while the lower story
has bents. Engaged columns flank the vents, and simp'le pilasters flank the clock faces.

The major exterior change to the courthouse was the removal of the dormer wjndows, statuary,
and chimneys in 1937. 0ther changes include outside basement entrances (191i), marble
wainscoating added to the first and second,floors (1903), and coa'l storage bin and restroom
entrances to the basement (1939).
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The Hamilton County Courthouse Square is a good exampie of the public squares that were comm('in the rural Indjana county seats; tn addiiion to its architeciural merit, the complex
derives significance from a trial that had important pofit'ical ramifications. When:many'
public'squares are giving way to moderfl,'city,ssunty build'ings and'parking 1ots, the Hamilton
County Comp"iex is'a'reminder of an'era"when c0unties stfove t0 surpass'their neighbors in
the elegance of public buildings

The Hamilton County Courthouse Square is significant for its representation of the Second
Empire Sty'le of architecture in public structures. The courthouse has been called, "0neof the most lucid expressions of the Classical French Renaissance made to have been con-
structed in the Midwest during the nineteenth century." (DrR. Hermansen, Indlana County
Courthouse of the Nineteenth Century (Muncie, 1968), p. 18).

The public square dates back to the olatting of Noblesville in 1823. The county first made
use of the site in 1826 when it located a log dungeon measurjng 2L by 14 feet on the north-
west corner. The next structure u/as a post and beam courthouse built in 183L; it.was one
and a half stories measuring 32 by 18 feet. This building replaced the first county court-
house which was a double 1og cabin located off the squane. tfre third courthouse, a-45
foot square brjck structure wjth two stories, was constructed in 1837; and a new brick jail
and sheriff's residence,was'added in 1853. . :

In a major building campa'ign 'in the 1870's the county commissioners replaced, bo.th the jail
and courthouse. The existing jail and sheriff's residence was constructed between 1875 and
7876. The architect was W. R. Parsons, and the contracting firm was hJilliams, Giger, and
Durfee. Although little'is known about Parsons, Edwin May who designed the existing county
courthouse is more notable. May was a Bostonian who was one of the first professiona'l ar-
chitects to practice in indiana. He arrjved in the state during the iB50's and was importanl
at a time when self-tauqht master builders were beg'inning to give way to younger men w'ith
formal architectural train'ing. May is particularly known for his work with courthouses;
he designed structures at Brookville, Fort Wayne, Greensburg, Shelbyville, Sullivan, and
Vincennes. In the case of the Hamilton County Courthouse, the fidelity of the finished
product to the original design may be questionable. May became entanqled in a bjtter
dispute with the county commissioners over the t'ime required to complete the bui'lding. May
resigned from the project, sued the comnissionerb,:'ond'final'13r,sett1,ed' out of,court for
$2,200 for his services.

The jail and courthouse are associated with a number of local h'istorjcal events and at least
one trial that drew national attention. In the 1920's a wave of intolerance swept the coun-
try much like the McCarthyism of the 1950's. One resu'lt was the rebirth of the Ku Klux Klan,

and Indiana was one of the strongholds of the new K'lan. In the early twenties Indiana



ffi unyoR BTBITocRArHICAL REFERENcES

Campbe'|1, Frank S. The Story of Hamilton Countyo N.P., L962.
Hajnes, John F. History of Hamilton County, Indiana. Indjanapolis: B.F. Bowen & Co.,1915.
Helm, T.B. Hjstory of Hamilton County, Indjana. Chicago; Kingman Brothers, 1880.
Hermansen, David R. Indiana County Courthouses of the Nineteenth Century. Muncie: Ball State

Un i vers i ty, 1 968.
Sttl 

"ts , nuqusta Fi n

[llcEocRAPHrcAL DArA
A.REAGE oF N.MTNATED pRopERw 1 ' 8 acres
UTM REFERENCES

nl1,6l l5lB,4l0r5r0l 14,413?31i,6,0J
NORTHING

cIr,ol lsle,+lrro,ol l+,qlt,slo,z,oJ

The boundary for the hjstoric property beg'ins on the north at the intersection of the centey
line of Logan Street with the centerline of Stlr Street. It follols the cepterfine of Logan
Street east to the intersection of the center line of 9th Street. The boundary then runs
south along the 9th Street centerline to the intersect'ion of the centerline.,of Conner Street
west along the Conner Stree! centerline to the intersection of the 8th Street centerline;
and finally north along-theicenterline of 8th Strebt to the po'int of origin.-

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OB COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE COU NTY CODE

el1,6l l51 8,41 1,6,0l I 4, 4,1 3, 3l I q q
ZONE EASTING. NORTHING

oit,ol lsl g,+lo,s,ol | +, +l :, rl q zr d

STATE CODE

lllronu PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE

Kenton Craig Ward
OBGANIZATION DATE

January 1976
STREET& NUMBER

106 l^laterman Drive
TE LEPH ON E

(317 ) 773-7:704'
CITY OR TOWN

Noblesville
STATE

I ndi ana r -i

lpl sraru HrsroRrc rRESERVATToN oFFrcER cERTrFrcATroN
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:

runlount X STATE- LOCAL _

As the designated State Historic Prese.rva-tion Officer for the National Historic P,resqryation Act o{ ilSp6 (Public Law 89-665}, I

hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures set forth bv the Nation

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIG NATURE

rlrLE Ind'iana State Hi stori c Prese ton fi cer

I HEREBY CERIIFY THATTHIS PROPERTY IS INCL IN,T,FJ,t,, lrlAT,lO,NA,t RE:6,1:SIS,R

IC,E OF:A:R,CFISOLO,GY At{iD::r:Ht$TCIH:lC,r.,pF.ESFnVATI:OjNi:i,,,r:,ri::::r::::ri::ri::::rr,:r:jr::rr

l(E:E:F:Enr : S F TFI:E:r NAf,,IONAU: fi :EGIS:fiE:B



/OR BIBLIOGR.APHICAL REFERENCES

,lell, Frank S. The Story of Hamilton County, N.P., !962
rnes, John F. History of Hamilton County, Indiana. Indianapolis: B.F. Bowen & Co.,1915.

.re1m, T.B. History of Hamilton County, Indjana. Chicago; Kingman Brothers,1880.
Hermansen, David R. Indiana County Courthouses of the Nineteenth Century. Muncie: Ball State

Un i vers i ty, 1 968 .

Shirts, Auquiia Finch. Primitive Histor.v of Hamilton Countv, Indiana. n.p. 1901

fflcEocRAPHrcAL DArA
A.REAGEoFN.MTNATEDpRopERw 1'B c191

UTM REFERENCES

al1,6l l5lB,4l0,5r0l
ZONE EASTINGc[ril lsls,+lrro,ol

| 4,4[3r3] 1, 6, 0l
NORTHING
4, 41 3,3

el1,6l l5lBr411,610l
zONE EASTING.

o[t,ol Islg,+lo,s,ol
NORTHING

lq,+l:,rlqZd

Tffi.o:$'13;{.'3i'^:!i ll;l'iil:#ffi!+hHililiill3.tl"?,'l.lf;"I'lf;ftffik:fldk'i? ffi
Street east to the interrection of thEffiEdFrlii-ne of 9th Street. Jttz boundarv then runssoutha1ong.'..3ll.:ffiJnin].lii:;::l?iJ'.|mm;!f,ffiffieet;
west 'al 

ong the C

and finally north along- the'.€g+t€r1ipe of 8th Street to the po'int of origin.-
-aE*tl

VERBAL B

STATE

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

CODE COUNTY

STATE

ffilronu PREPARED BY
ruaue z rlrle
Kenton Craig Ward

ORGANIZATION

January 1976
STFEET& NUMBER

106 Waterman Drive
TE LEPH ONE

(3i7) 7:/3-L:r04,
CITY OR TOWN

Noblesville
STATE

Indi ana

[p srare HrsroRrc rRESERVATToN oFFrcER cERTrFrcATroN:
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:

runrtorunl x STATE- LOCAL _

As the designated State Hislori-c Pleservation,Officer,for the National H,istoric Presqrya,tiorl Act o!,,1pp6 (Public Law 89-665). I

hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures set forth by the

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIG NATURE

rlrLE Ind'iana State Hi stori c Preser



l.orm No. 1O-30Oa
(hev.10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTL-RIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PTACES
INVENTORY .. NOMINATION FORM

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER PAG E

Grand Dragon David C. Stephenson controlled state poljtics through his dictatorship of
the Klan. With a strang'le hold on the state Republican machine, Stephenson forced the two
senators to adopt a frjendly attitude to him, was able to elect his cand'idate for qovernor
(Ed Jackson), and harbored aspirations to become a U.S. Senator. H'is dictatorship over
the state seemed imposs'ible to challenge until Anrjl, 1925, when he was charged wjth the
murder of a clerk, Madqe 0berholtzer, whom he had savagely assaulted.

Stephenson's trial at Noblesv'ille drew national attention. His convictjon and sentence
to life imprisonment marked the start of the Klan's decline'in indiana and the nation.
Two years later Governor Jackson was'indicted for bribery, and although he was acquited on
a technicality, his political career was over. Publjcation of the corrunt practices
and debauchery of Klan'leaders caused the public to turn away from the Klan.

NPS US€ ONLY
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