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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Tne lart,i:oloner.' Cou:t,y Co:rt,nouse is the onf-r' surriving exan'rple of the French
Jecot:a ii::ipire styj-e il ihe cou:iy. I', i,'as designei by rrotei IntLiar:a architect
Isaac i'-ojo;o:r of I:.'ianapolis ar,u con!le''.ei i-:: lF7r.

?i:e Luilciir:5 is an ell--si,apeJ.;iall, wir,h t,he iniersection of it,s legs at the
northeas:, cor:ter oi,Jashil,gton and ?hir3 3tre;'. . The exbreme erds of the rings
ertend. behind. to the south and. west; the apis thus formed on the south-west contalns
a grand.staircase. The bays at the end.s of the wings are p:rojeeted to fo:n corner
pavilions, as are those at the intersection of the wings, which fo::n the base of the
cloclrLoner. All elements are crowned by steeply inclined mansard roofs; those of'Lhr
corner pavilions and tower additionally have _roof curhs ex+€€erated. t4to modilllonat,
cornices with panelled friezework and elaborate roof cr€sf,ing.

fhe red Fressed. brlck wal1s are trirnrned. in whlte limestone and stand -9.1-A Blinth
and waterbable of snootfr :rrsticated. blue linestone. This lnlychrone effedf, is 'uisecl

to efrphasi-ze olpnin€ls..and. horizontals, since the l1nes of the sillsr spanQ,reJsr,.sash
and arch impos{d aie contlnueil as ashlar cor:rsing set flush *lth the'face brick aftd
continuous over openlngs. The same devj-Ce is used to enphaslze verblcal llnes on th
corner pavilions and. the slightly projecting central bay of the east elevatlon, ea,ch
of *hich have snooth rusticated. quoins and cent:=1 rindor bays enfr"aned by pllasters
ani variously capped with pedinents or rouhd. arches with panelleil spandrels. On t'he
nain (east) elerration, the entrance l-s nithin an areade of sqaentalrnrclres let Lnto
the recess fo:cned. by the corner pavilions; the arches ard. the Corinthlan eol-wns
fron rrtrich they d.irectly sprir€r as neIL as the open"ba.lr:sta?itb above, a:re aLL
constructed of linestofie. The s15-ght1-y prdjecting centra,l bay, behld thl-s arcad,e
erterd.s above the lrinclpal. cornlee line ard is eapped. rrith a"&nokerr pedtment flanke
by finials. The eentral wlnd.ow of the bay is enfra.necl by pl];t-<1ers ard. vo}:te
buttresses and su:rmounted. by a connenoratlve lnscrd-ptlon rhose segnerrtal cap-nonltl
breaks'the pedirnent.

On the north elevation, a central-ly placed entrance ls beneath a clistyle
Corinthian lnrtico whose design echoes the arcade on the east faca'{9.' . Pir"gt1y. -abov
the prbico j-s a round-arched window bay whose panelled surrourid uiiicdei -tfet -ijf the

"""tTi"Y{":il:*='i3tri3"Si.= p"ir,.ipal fearr:re"ot 'trle' .*i6iloi; it -drb'errs-'d}*ee

stories above the cornice 1ine. fhe elevati-ons of the fourbh and fifth floor levels
are composed of a central elongated lrind.ow bay, with a panelled apronr narrorr side-
llghts separated fron the bay by the enfla.rning pilasters, and a round. arch at thB
top rith pane11ed. spand.rel and. fl-anking ocul-i. On the sirbh level each facade has

five arca.d.ed., louvred openings for the be1frry, and. is srtmounted. by a brcad
Corintbian entablature. Above this there ls a broad cr:rb at the base of the
verLically elongated nansard. The elockfaces above are iron fr;rnings nlth white
glass fnfiff ; tiey are nounted dlrect1y onto the roofing, wit{Seeoratlve su:roultds.- The appearance of the roofline has been altered substantially. An 1.953 L}:re

orlginal slate roof was replaced wlth the present standing-sean copPer; at that t;ine
do:mers and cresting were also removed. The wrought lron crestlng has slnce beert
reproduced with an a11oy facsimile.
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SPEclFrc DATES I8?l-?4 BU ILDER/ARCH ITECT Isaa.c Hod.gson

STATEM ENT OF SI GNIFICANCE

Architects.
Since its comPletion in

and governmental activities
LST4,thestructurehasservedasth.ecgnterforpolitice

in Bartholomew CountY'

The BarLholomew County Couileouse is significant because of i-ts rare Second

hnplre d.e'sign, and b'b'Cause 6f its drchitectr Isaac Hod.gson.- Fer Seeon4 Enplrq -stylre courbhouses lrer€ luilt in Ind.iana; sti1l fewer surrlve.
0f these ttre Bjrbhlto*.* Cb""iy.Courbhouse_19 t!9 qost eld,borate^1 dqspit_e the loss
oi "or. of its':r.oofline featrnes. Deslgn*4 1o 18f1 by archit-ect. Tsaac- Hod-gson,

ifr.="t"1arobtn"".it==; y;.; in construitl,jt, and was- ded.lcatbd'fn Decenberr. 1-874.

One speaker at the dedieatlon praised the'building in thls r*ay:
uihis elegant and conodious structure afford.s undouffecl evidence of the
wealth, energy and. pr:b1lc splrit of the people of BarLtrolomew County.. ..
The erectfqn of thi; builaing is.an evidence of the grorth and p:rosperity

. "i the cognty and the gigantic sdrides it tra"s taken for the advaneement of
lntellLgenee ad. eulttre.r

TbGDe is m buf-futlsg |n Bartholoaes County tbat ca,a ln any ray eqr.ra'l the scale
;A ;pdircation of ttrts $ecord &plre styte;-eotrthbusec Qn a state 1eve1l oo

othen Seeond Enplre couaty cor:rbhou^se ean eorr1nre favorably rdth thls st::trctur. ''
The architect, Isaac-Hodgsoa, $as lo::n ln lrefand and came to Aner:lca l-n 18118.

By L855 he r+as grac-ticirlg:airhitectrre 1n fnd16na1n11s. Hodgson secrfed' na^qr

governnental contracts, j-6s;gninl no less than flve cor:rbhor.rses in Indlana, tnclud-iag

the l{arion Cor.rnty Corr-lnorrrE ttt"ttdianalnlis, razed in A962. Ilodgson's plans for
the Barbholonew lognty Cor:rbhouse $ere d.rarn in 18?1, the year of the Chicago fire'
'TH; 

"""rirubtionl.of 
tire corsbhouse utilizes steel and iron franing throughoutr and'

is said to bave been one of the first fireproof build.ings in Tndiana. Hod-gson ra.s

one-of the nlne eha:rLer nenbels of the lnd.lana Chapter of the Anerican rnstltute of
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running from a pojnt 10' 6" west of the west curb of Washington St. and 11' south of the
south curb of Third St., then south L52' , then west 98', then north 39' , then west 53! , the
north 113' to a concrete curb. then east 151'.
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). I

herebv nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has b€en evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.
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