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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN} PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
Saint Johnrs Episcopal Church is locaLed at the northeast corner of Sixth and Ferry Streetsj-n Lafayette, rndiana. Built fron 1857 to 1858, this Gothic Revival structure was con-structed as a simple rectangl-e block enbellished with a contrasting single tower and spire.
The brick wa1ls rest on a limestone foundation.

The Gothic influence is apparent in the pointed arched. lancet windows and entrances, the
buttressed walls, the trefoil window in the south gabJ-e, and.steep roof with falsely raisecgables. The style is continued on the interior with four wal-nut trusses which are a varia-tion of English harmer beam trusses.

The four story tower has buttresses at three of j.ts covers and string courses between thestories. Buttresses along the east and rnrest sides separate four lancet windows. The
major entrances are through a one-story gabled vestibule at the southeast corner and throupthe tower on the southr,rest corner. These entrances were constructed in 1887 to replace arentrance to the central arcade.

In 1903 a new parish house was built and connected to the church through the vestry which
was located at the north end of the structure. In L953 the parish house was enlarged sothat the original- north facade is now covered by this addition, which is one story structurresting on a raised basement and topped by gabJ-e roofs. Another major change in theexterior was the appJ-ication of stucco in L929 over the l-imestone foundation and brick
bearing wal-ls. Th9 stain glass in the side windows were added through the years asmemorials. In 1-966 asphal-t shingles repJ-aced the original wood shin[t. rooi. Inrerior
changes incl-ude the addition of accoustical fiberboard over plaster; a terrazzo floor(in L966);.' arxew.,Pipe rgrgan;..'carill,on be1ls; and el-ectrical; -heatingr. arid',pJ-umbing
improvements.
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St. John?s Church is significant for its architecture. William Tinsley, the architect, be.
came well known for the many rel-igious and acadenic buil-dings that he designed in the Mid-
west, especially in Cincinnati and Indianapol-is., St. Johnrs was irnportant for its use of
the Gothic Revival styLe, which had not gained general acceptance at the time.

The church was important for its early and prouinent plaee in the organization of Pres-
byterians,.i-n Indiana. The parish was organLzed in 1837 under the Reverend Samuel
Roosevelt Johnson, a graduate of Columbia College and General Theological Seminary. Since
1829 Presbyterians and Methodists had held services in Lafayette, which was regarded as
the roughest town on the Wabash River; but Johnson was the first permanent pastor. John-
son hel-d services in the courthouse, other churches, and a school until 1838, when a frame
building, 28 feet by 45 feet on the site of the present buil-ding, was completed.

The corggregation grew sl-owly. By 1850, when St.",Johnrs becalne the see of Bishop George
Upfold, the report to ghg annual convention reported only 55 fanilies and 90 ttscholarsn
(Sunday school .rngqrberg).1 , Even so, the church had expanded..its. original."building.ro,a
length of 60 feet in l-848 and by 1851 was consldering a new building.

The present structure was designed by William Tinsley who had come from England and
settled in Cincinnati. He came to Indianapolis to design the structures on the old
Butler University Canpus and Christ Church Cathedral, which is listed on the National Regir
ter. Tinsl-eyrs English background no doubt infl-uenced his Gothic designs for Christ
Church and St. Johnrs; both structures feature buttresses, an offset 

"qn"r" t,ower, and
a trefoil window.

The second St. Johnrs structure was constructed on the si.te of the first wooden building
which was moved to the rear of the lot so that Lt could be used as a parish house. This
original frame structure was probably demolished in 1903 when the new parish house wasbuilt. Stained glass windows from the originaL building were transferred to the wa1l
above the altar, and the new structure was consecrated on July 29, 1858.

From the beginning, St. Johnrs Church was inti:qately associated with the arts. Reverend
Johnson brought the first piano to Lafayette and organized a choir by L842. The new
church in l-B5B contained the first pipe organ in the city.

The parish was al-so cl-osely associated with education. Besides conducting the Sunday
School, Reverend Johnson was a member of a conrmittee of five, appointed by the first annual
convention of the dj-ocese in 1838, to consider establishing a college. El-i-zur Deming, a
layman from the parish, was another member of that eonmittee. The educational- program
took strong root in the parish; and the peak of particl-oation was l87g-Ro rtaenira r-ha
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lack of a pastor. By the 1880rs, education and the Social Gospel movement intertwined.
St. Johnts established a chil-drenrs guild, also known as the Industrial School, that
taught trade ski1ls and earned money for the church in l-884. The next year the church
established a young ladiesr guild and in 1887 an j-ndustrial exchange. That same year,
the opening of Purdue University brought a new rnissionary concern to the parish.

Changes in the furnishings of the church reflected the dynamics of parish life and
problems that were connion to almost all congregations. Financing activities were es-
pecially troublesome. A new organ was installed in 1891, but the cost--$21000 plus the o
organ--divided 0he parishioners. The financial needs of the congregation posed a dilem'na
j-n combination with an increasingly dernocratic view of the laity. Pew rentals were set
at $20 per year in 1838, soon fel1 to $]2, and then disappeared. By L876, the national
depression and deaths of two generous patrons rnade revenues hard to raise. In 1BBB, the
envelope system was introdueed, and persons who used envelopes could occupy airy pew.
After parish needs demanded the use of the entire parish house and displaced renters, the
revenue problem a5;ain became acute. An appeal for funds divided the church again, in 190

St. Johprs displayed the characteristic localism that has plagued denominations that have
hierarchical structures in the United States. Appeals for funds to support local endeavo
sometimes divided the parishioners, but funds were usually forthcoming. Diocesan dues,
on the other hand, were frequently in arrears--as much as $11081 by L929.

Al-though St. Johnrs has been altered through the years, it is inportant as a local survivir
example of the Gothlc RevivaL styJ-e of archj.tecture which developed in nid-nineteenth cen.
tury -AuerC-ea.
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R.P. DeHart (ed.), Past and Present of Tippecanoe County, Indiana (Indianapolis, 1909),
253,254.

J.D. Forbes, Victoriqq (Bloornington;
Indiana University Press, 1953).

Jane C. Harvey, "History of Saint Johnrs Church, 1837-1857" (Unpublished manuscript,
Wells Memorial Library, Lafayette, Indiana).

Journal-s of the Proceedings of the Annual Conventions of the Protestant Episcopal Churc
in the State of Indiana (various places and publishers, 1838 and subsequent years,
in the Indiana Division, Indiana State Library).

Louis Martin Sears, The Second Fifty Years: the History of St. Johnrs Parish from
1BB7 to 1937 (no pl-ace, no publisher, no date; in the Indiana Division, Indiana
State Library).

Int'erview with E.L. VanBuskirk, M.D., l30L Ravinia Drlve, West Lafayette, Indiana
47906, on 3 October L975.
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