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The Burrjs House and Podawafomir.spring are s'ituated on ejther sjde of the Towpath-
Road 'in Lockport, Indiana. The Towpath Road follows the l'ine of the Wabash and
Eri e Canal .

The Burrjs House js a two story simp'le frame structure of clapboard construction.
Constructed sometime between lB37 and ,l840, the structure orig'inal'ly served as an
'inn, post offjce, and merchandise warehouse. The hand-hewed ljrnestone foundationjs a full story on the north end where the bui'lding'is cut into the canal lock
embankment. The building js thirty-one feet wide, forty-five feet long, and twenty-
eight and one-half feet high.

The north elevatjon features three bays with a double-door center entr.y. The two
north w'indows have s jx I ights uthile the other w.indows are double hung with s'ix l ights
above and si.x below. The north doors are original, and one stjll has the mail deposit
slot which was used in the nineteenth century.

The side elevations have three bays below and two above. The two upper and lower
bays toward the south are twelve 1ight, double*hung wjndows. The other bay on the
s.ide is an entrance. The south elevation has three bays below and two above. The
mjddle entrance bay js set off center.

The med'ium gable roof features a pediment with a returned frieze. One brjck chimney
is located at the south end and another is located'in the interior of the roof. A

cement block chirnney has been added to the exterior of the south end.

0n the 'interior the massive wood beanrs atest to the build.inqrs sol id construct'ion.
The i nn has f ourteen roonrs and a i,ri ne cel I ar.

0riginally right-angled brackets held the jnn's sign on the canal sjde (north) of
the buiiding.

Screen doors have b.en added on the north and south entrance. A cement block chimney
was constructed in the twentieth century. The major alterat"ion of the exterjor occurred
jn .|954 

when shingle siding l^ras'installed over the original ciapboards to protect them.
At this time the right-ang'led brackets for the jnn s"ign i^/ere removed.

Across the Torvpath Road northwest of the inn is potwufom&-Spring. Thjs js a natural
snrinn lncatpd half way up the steep bluff in Lockport" llow the spring'is three feet
in rl.i:motor:nrl 6ppi"6ximately four feet deep. Logs and brush cover the spring. In
the early nineteenth century when Indians and early settlers used the spring,'it was

somewhat 1 arger.



E[ slcnuF rcANCE

PE R IOD

-PREHISTORIC_1400- 1499

_1 500.'t s99

_1600 1699

l-1700,1799
x
" rSoo,tggg

_1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

-_ABCHEOLOGY PREHISTORIC COMMUNITY PI_ANNING LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

_,,ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVAT|ON 
-LAW

-..-AG RiCU LTU RE

-ARCHITECTURE
4RT

Y,. COM M FRCE

-COM 
M U NICATIONS I NDUSTRY

-I 
NVE NTI O N

-RELIGION
SCIENCE

-SCU 
LPTU F E

-SOCIA 
L/HUMANITTRIA N

-TH 
EATER

X tRnrusrorr,qlo^

-OTHER 
{SPECIFY)

-.ECONOMICS -LITERATUREEDUCATION 
-MILITARY

- ENGINEEFING MUSIC
Y''EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT __PHITOSOPHY

-POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

spECtFtc DArES c. lB3B-.l840, lB3B BU ILDER/ARCH ITECT

STATEM ENT OF SIGNI FICANCE

In the nineteenth century, the tJabash and [rie Canal was a physical and hjstorical Ir'nk
between the Burris House and Pottawattonrj Spring.

The Carroll County area was a wjlderness urhen New York opened the Erie Canal to freight
end neeean^Av" t'aff ic in .l825. 

The canal 's initial success touched off a canal build'inq
craze'in othen states. Indjana was among the states which became convinced that a net-
work of watercourses would bring economic development and prosperity. A federal land
grant in 1827 encouraged state thinking along these l'ines. The stafp rcr'onr".l thegrant, although it d'id not start work until five years later.

Construction of the canal proceeded slowly across the state jn the lB30s. l-ong before the
canal was opened in lB40 to Lockport, jt had an.important impact on the town. James
Ba.rnes settled jn Carroll County in lB30 and establ'ished a small communjt_v which was narned
Barnesv'il I e. l,Jhen two I ocks were proposed and constructed at Barnesvi l"le, the Barnes
family officjally platted the town jn l836 as Lockport.

The Barnes family was involved in commerce from thejr arrjval jn the area. Using a barter
system, they collected local products such as furs, hides, nuts, ginsing, and meats and
transported the produce by lvagons and ox teams to Cjncinnati vrhere they exchanged'it for
merchand'ise. In the early lB30't,!!uy expanded their commerc'ial operations by-construct-
ing a saw mjll and later a gristmill.

To take advantage of anticipated travel and trade, James and Will'iam Barnes constructed an
inn and merchandise warehouse in the late lB30's. The structure was constructed'in the
south bank of the south canal lock. The north entrance of the builcling was located on
the canal bank so that travelers and freight would have ready access fiom^the boats.

The inn and warehouse, helped jnsure the Barnes famjly partic'ipation in the prosperity
whjch the canal Ptgught_to Lockport. The inn served-an important function jn providing
lodging for canal travelers. The canal brought settlers to the area who'in turn broug6t
l0r9_commergial_activity. The house was one of two warehouses 'in Lockport. These clefotfaciljtjes developed the town jnto becomjnq a trading center. Farmers brought grain irom
a forty mile radius, mak'ing the town the largest grain market betueen Fort Wayn6 and
Lafayette.

The canal brought manufactured goods wh'ich farmers purchased with proceeds from their grainsales. Soon the town boasted of an apothecary; harness, cabinet, snoe, cooper, and blick-
sm'ith shops; and a wholesale liquor store. "Business methods jn the reqion chanqed from a
barter to a money basis.
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A ref'lectjon of the important role of the Barnes famjly in the development of Lockportis the fact that the first post office established jn the tovrn jn lB3B lvas located intheir .inn. James H. Barnes l,ras the first postnaster until lB4l when h'is brother tn/jll'iam
took the positjon and served untjl .l845.

The rai'lroad killed Lockport's hopes for cont'inued growth and prosperity. The Wabash
Railroad lnihich.in'it"iated its operations jn lB56 bypassed Lockport and cut off its econom'ic
base. The town entered a decline urhjch worsened when the canal was finally abandoned in
1874. Today the busjnesses have.left the toln and only a few resjdents remain.

Dnrrer^r:rrnmi o anri ng 'in the ni neteenth century l^las I ocated across the canal from the 'inn
and warehouse building. The f^Jabash and Erie Canal's connectjon wjth the spring's
h'istorjcal significance is more indjrect.

Although Indians and pioneers used the spring as a source of water, its major significanceis based on an etrent in ind'ian-l^rhite relations. In the late lB20's President Andrew
Jackson started a campaign to remove all Indjan tribes to west of the M"issjssipp'i Rjver.
The Pottawattom'ie Indjans in northern Indjana were among the tribes being pressured to
give up their honre land for western territory.
Settlers attracted by the canal constructjon added loca'l pressure to federal efforts to
remove the Pottawattomjs. A treaty signed in lB37 required the tribe to Eive up thejr
Ind'iana holdings in exchange for land in Kansas terrjtory. Claim'ing that the agreement
had been obtajned through bribery, liquor, and threats, most of the indians refuseo to
m0ve.

Acting on the orders of Governor Davjd H. tJallace, General John Tjpton gathered the
Pottawattom'ies and started their deportation under the threat of force. 0n September
4, lB3B, .l,500 

Ind'ians began the westlvard march, having had only four days to prepare
for the journey. Almost imnrediately the young, oldo and sick began to d'ie from the
gruel i ng travel cond i ti ons

The march folloured the line of the llabash and Erie Canal which was under construction at
that time. Hot vreather and dry, dusty roads added to the indian's misery. As tne
nrncpqcinn''ne.."d through Lockport on the mornjng of September 11, lB38, the Indiansr'"-""
were permjtted to drink from the spring near the canal bed. This was one of the few
comforts'that thev enjoyed during the journey.

Canal workers and townspeople drank from the spring. It was a source of water for Lock-
port as late as .I940. 

l,nlhjle d'ifferent groups used the sprino for over a hundred and
fift.y years, it has become knol,.rn as Pottavrattomje Sprinq fron 'its role in the
Pottawattomi e remova'l .

ffit:
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The Burris House and Pottawattomie Sprinq are important sjtes associated with the
settlement and development of northern Indiana. The house'is the last remaining canalinn and warehouse in_the region. It serves as a reminder of the development whichA"^mn:niorl rh^ canal transportation system. The Spring's assocjation with the Indjan
removal was a result of the settlement encouraqed bv the canal.
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