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' The remaining area now known as Semina
Walnut Street on the east, on the north by
extension of College Avenue on the west. Beginning at the northeast
corner of Seminary Square; the park rums south 185 feet; runs west .2
288.75 feet; runs north 185 feet; runs east 288.75 feet to the place of

ry Park is bordered by Soutﬁ‘
East Second Street and by tha

-This is the entire remaining public-owned undeveldped portion o%'
the original property. As the first site of Indiana University in
Bloomington, Monroce County, it is a recognized park. The site is. a

vacant, grassy area with a few large trees remaining. A1so on the site
are the original gateways from the class of 1950, ARSI
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The hlstoric foundatlon of Indiana University, midwestern pioneerfin
higher education and the oldest midwestern university in continuous S
operation, began with the passage of an Act of Congress on April 19, 1816‘h,:
providing for the admission of Indiana into the Union and with the s
constltutlonal convention held at Corydon, Indiana in June, 1810.

The 1816 Congressional Act offered a grant by the federal governmgnt
40 the new state of a township of land " for the use of a sewminary of - -
learning. Drafters of the constitution meeting in convention at Conydan j5= o
agreed not only to accept the grant made by Congress, but also stated ini,
 Article IX, Section 2 that "it shall be the duty of the General Aosembly,
~ as soon as circumstances will permit, to provide by law for a general system
- of education, ascending in a regular gradation from township schools to v
a state university, wherein tuition shall be gratis and equally open to :
alle" According to Samuel Bannister Harding, in Indiana University, 1820« "
190k,"the circumstances of time and place being considered these are - :
notable words. In that day it was the accepted theory of education that -

elementary instruction might properly be undertaken by the states but thatr,f__*jf,‘ﬁ‘

higher education should be 1ef3_to the control of religious denomlnatioqs AT A

or to ind1v1dua1 benevolence."

On July 10, 1816 Pr651dent James Madison designated the semlnary ~:..:&.
township in what was to become Monroe County. As James Albert Woodburn stated
in History of Indiana University, Vol. 1, 1820-1902,"this townshlp,.,k€””~ ‘
had been surveyed under the laws of the United States as early as 1812,
and the notes of the surveyors were doubtless before the president when

the selection was made, for it is apparent that a better selection could
‘not have been made within the then surveyed limits as near to the SR
, geographlcal center of the state.t? : :wxwa-vaT“

One of the provisions of the Indiana Constitution was that no 1and
intended for school use be sold until 1820. Thus, it was not until e
January 20, 1820, that an act to establish a state seminary was approved,
and not until 182h that the first building to house Indiana University o
was erected on what is now called Seminary Park, City of Bloomington, - " i
Perry Township, Monroe Gounty., RS

1 Samuel Bannister Harding, Indlana University, 1820-190L, '
Bloomington, Indiana, 190L, Page 2.

2 James Albert Woodburn, History of Indiana University, Volume I, j_fvj'”“'
1820~1902, Bloomington, Indiana, I90L, Page L. S
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- In 1828, Indiana Seminary originally chartered as a preparatory school ..

was made a College, by 1838, Indiana University was created. From the erectlon cA
~of the first building in 182h until 1883, Indiana University remained 0 .- =

on its original site. In 185L, a fire, perhaps of incendiary nature, i

destroyed the principal three-story building which was rebuilt aided by

a subscription of $10,000 collected from Bloomington and Monroe County o2

residents. However, when on July 19, 1883, a second fire occurred i

destroying Science Hall (completed in 1873) containing the library and:

the famous Owen Cabinet, the trustees decided that the size of the property ,

was no longer sufflclent for the anticipated growth and the Unlver31ty was

moved to its present location. '

. Despite the move of Indiana University campus there was no cessation
of educational activities on the original seminary site. From the earliest
.days of the institution, college and university buildings on the site
had housed the Preparatory Department established in 1830, facilities for
Bloomington and Monroe County High School students and a Model School * = | RS TP <
which was a grammer school for Bloomington boys conducted under the R
University's charter. In 1878, when James A. Woodburn was appointed B o
second assistant in the Preparatory Department, it was then serving as'
a combined Bloomington High School for local students and as the
University's Preparatory School for students from other parts of the
state. According to Woodburn, "the university and the city each paid
its share of the expenses.M

In 1890, when the Preparatory Department was discontinued, the 0ld :
College building originally built after the 185k fire still continued to
serve local students as a high school. In 1897, the City of Bloomington
finally purchased the site and building from the University. In 191l,
because of rapid growth in enrollment the school board built a new brick -
‘high school east of the 0ld College building, and in 1927 a large brick
gymnasium was erected facing Second Street near the railroad. In 1935-36,
the third floor of the Old College building which had been unoccupied for
many years was removed. The destruction of the upper floor also removed . :
the djstinctive Gothic gables, the many chimneys and the cupola. However, Lo
the now architecturally undistinguished old 185L building continued to Ve
serve scores of Bloomington and Monroe County children as a Junior high
school until another fire in April, 1967 destroyed the High School
building. Although the 01d College building escaped destruction in this
third fire on the site, it did not escape the wreckers' ball when the

* - school board sold the original site to the City of Bloomington and
moved the Bloomington High School to another location.
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Now what remains of the original Seminary site belongs to the
Department of Parks and Recreation, City of Bloomington. The site contains
several fine old trees planted by earlier generations of high school 4
students; artifacts of great value pertaining to the history of the local
school which had been originally on the site are now in the possession of
either the local school corporation or in safe storage with the Monroe
County Historical Society waiting to be replaced on the site as a -
memorial to its past importance to the history of education in the State
‘of Indiana and in Monroe County.

Although the site has been diminished in size, that which remains is
the last remnant of the original grant made by that historic Act of 1816,
This site was continually occupied by Indiana Seminary, College, and .
University until 188lL; by the Indiana Preparatory School until 1890 and -
by the original 0ld College Building until 1967. In a memoir written in. .
1958 for a reunion of the Bloomington High School class of 1908, Arda
Weir, its author, stated the feelings of generations of Bloomington Bt
high school students and many Indiana University alumni "... For we went
to school on grounds and in a building such as no other high school in .
Indiana, and perhaps no other high school in the country, had ever hads
From the beginning of their occupation by civilized man to this day, both
campus and bullding have always been used for educational purposes.®

In existence is an architect's rendering and a plan to mark the site”
with a series of limestone markers commemorating the historical
significance of the site to the history of Indiana University and to

- Bloomington and Monroe County. All the large trees on the site will be -
preserved and additional landscape materials will be added.

CONTINUATION ' ITEM NUMBER 9  PAGE 2

Weir,ggrda,'unpublished memoir for the 50-year reunion of the
loomington High School class of 1908. Bloomington,
Indiana, 1958

Woodburn, James Albert, History of Indiana University, Volume I,
1820-1902, Indlana University Press, Bloomington, Indiana, 190l.
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The following is a brief listing of outstanding gréduates of Indiana
University who were students during the period before 188lL.

1) David Harvey Maxwell, 1786-183l. Father of Indiana University. Delegate = -
to the 1816 Indiana Constitutional Convention; lobbyist for the bill to ...
establish a state seminary in Bloomington; member of the Indiana House  7:
of Representatives and Senate; thirty year member of the Board of
Trustees of Indiana College and University and twenty-eight year
President of the Board.

2) Governor Joseph A. Wright, one of the first ten students admitted on = .
opening day May, 182L. Served as a member of Indiana State Ssnate, ' i
Representative, United States Congress, 2 terms as Governor of Indiana, = “ . 0.
twice United States Minister to Prussia. ' :

3) Walter Quintin Gresham, student in Indiana University "Prep" beginning
in September, 1851; in the scientific course the next year; mewmber B
of the Indiana General Assembly in 1861; United States district judge, = -
1869-1883; cabinet member under President Arthur, 1883-188L, first as
postmaster-general and later as secretary of the Treasury; Jjudge of
the United States circuit court, 1884-1893; Secretary of State under
President Cleveland, 1693-1895.

L) John Watson Foster, 1855 graduating class; United States minister, in R
succession, to Mexico, Russia, and Spain; special plenipotentiary, AR

agent, commissioner on numerous important diplomatic assignments of _

an international character; Secretary of State, 1892-1693; MAuwerica‘s = ¢

first professional diplomat," as he has been called, '"he came nearer

being -an all~round diplomatic expert than any other living American,"

said an editorial writer of Foster's latter years.

- 5) Ida Husted Harper, student at Indiana University in 1869; journalist
for the Terre Haute Evening Mail; managing editor of the Terre Haute
Daily News for one year; did editorial work for the Indianapolis News
for several years, Harper's Bazaar for four years; speaker and delegate
to the various meetings of the International Council of Women and

the International Woman Suffrage Alliancej co-author of first two
volumes of Life and Work of Susan B. Anthony and author of three
volumes of the History of Womah Suffrage in 1920, the year of the
ratification of the twentieth amendment to the Constitution. .




