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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Louis Levey Mansion stands at the prestigious jntersection of 29th and
Meridain Streets in Indianapolis. Until the development of the area to thesouth, the property was extensively wooded with formal gardens and terraces.

The Italian Renaissance design consists of two cubical masses, a majn one three
bays wide and four-bays deep, and a shorter rear one bay wide and two biys 0..p,
which has a semi-circular bay centered on its south sid6. Both masses are twostories tall. A chimney on the end (east) bay of the south elevation pro3eciislightly from the wa]l surface and is capped io match the dados of the bajustrade.
The mansion is constructed of ashlar limbstone walls set on a rustjcated base,
which extends on the south an{..e.ast to form a broad terrace. ,0; irl.-ruin.i.iitlelevation, broad steps approach the round-arched doorway, whilf, f'ur ftan[i'igpilasters and broken segmental pediment. The symmetriciitv placed windows ire
surrounded by broad, smooth faci.ngs with simple mouldings ind croisettes. Emphasis
It given to the first floor windows and the iecond flooi window above the entrance
by the addition of q cyma recta to crown the lintels; garlands are also on thelintels of windows flanking the entrance. Directly ab6ve the windows, op.ningtfilled with meta'l grillwork are let into the frieze of the Composite entablat[re;
above the cornjce a stone balustrade double-hung sash; those lbcated along the
south ternace extend from floor'to ceiling and ian serve as doorways. Th6 rounded
bay on the west end of the south facade has a half-story podium beireath'large
windows_separated_by Tuscan pflasters, and is crowned bi ; simple entablature
with a frieze of .laurel wreath.s, .The north elevation his a one story porte-
cochere which is'iupported by'squ'a're pillars. 0n ilre west racioe twb unadorned
window openings punctu.alF the wall of.the rea.r wing adjacent to the large bay
wi ndow.

Although the house'i'r_'no'longer used as a residence, the interjor ot:ihe Levey
home has undergone only minor changes since its completion in .|905. 

The firsifloor plan has a central hall with two rooms on either side; these are theprincipal spaces described below.

The central hal'l with its beamed ceiling (photo3) is intact. The mahogany
enframements of doors and windows form pilasters with recessed panets anO I
simplified entablature with egg and dart mouldings; th.is design is used
throughout the house. At one time the walls in the hall, as well as the entire.
house' were covered with brocaded velvet pane'ls stretched on frames (photo4).
The varied fabric designs were in slight'ly different shades of green,'to make
movement from room to room seem continuous and flowing
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The Levey Mansion is s'ignificant.as an examp'le of the Beaux-Arts manner app'liedto a residence, rather than a major institulional nuifaing ut'it the case withmost other local structures of similar st-y1e. It is also"me,aningful in that al-though the crisp,detailing aila'substantiii materials are those of a palatjal estateof the turn of the century, there is much in ifie form that proviaei Lontinuitv-wiyrearlier Indiana houses. ihe simple cubicat mais emulates the same Italian modelswhich. in:Pined one variety of Itilianate u;tiJi of thiee-aelaaes before, and canalso be likened to some Gieek Revival examplei-ot still earlier times. Commonfeatures include the prominent round arch br tne-doorway and ihe grilled openingslet into the frieze of the entablature. The Jiff...n.e-lies in il,. accuracy ofdetailso Such as the scu'lpture around the entrance, design of lhu t..race andbalustrade, and overall attention to_proportion. Theseo as we.ll as its ostentatiouscontents, make the Levey Mansion a Fihe bxampie or lii-li.rioJ.
Built in .|905 the mansion may have been designed by the Indianapolis firm of Rubushand Hunter, who desigrted the- Levey Brothers Frintiirq piu^t, rrritrr *i, uiro-o.fJpi.ain .|905, 

and still stands.on the irorth side of the Statefrour.. The architects 0sethe same style on the Masonic Templ€, the tormer First Chuich of Christ Scientist,0ld City Hall (now the Indiana Stite-Nuieum), ana the Amenican Central LifeInsurance Company Bu'i1ding.

The Levey Mansion"is also significant for commercial reasons. The origins of thestructure, its early connections with the eliie of India;;p;iis after the turn ofthe century, and its transition from residence-to commercial building make it anextraordinary representative of the confluence of s.u.rut uroiJ historical trends.
The construction of the mansion and the choice of its location were the concreteexpression of the commerical success of the second g.nuruiion oi u family ofprinters. Louis H. Levey the owner, was born in l{adison, Indiana, to wiiliam p.Levey, who had engaged in binding,. pri;iing, ina.book-sel1.ing since lg4B. By thetime that Louis was 2l .years old,-he was a-ririnctpar in the iirm. In oartnershipwith an older brother, he movea ifre business; rehamea Levey Brothers & Co., to lIhd'ianapor!:'in .|883. 

The brothers located ir,.ir operations on south MeridianStreet until a buiiding was constructed for them in'1890 i!-rs-19 west MarylandStreet. Despite the depression of the lggOs, if,. company, which was one of the
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The northeast room of the first flooris a Lou'is XV style drawing room.
0n the walls, p'laster mouldings form decorat'ive panels. The delicate cornice is
also p'laster; the cover ceiling is highlighted with plaster mouldings and hand-
painted desi.gns. In the southeast corner of the mans'ion js the libiary.(photo 5).
The east and north walls are lined-with mahogany bookcases with leaded gj.as.s.doors.
The south 6nd west walls have d-in'ahogany waiiscilt; the onyx anii ormolu manile was
taken from a European palace. To the southwest is the dining room (photo 6).
whose walls are canvas-covered and painted with a grape-and vtne moiit. Th;
ceiling, also covered in canvas, is broken into coffers by wood mouldings. The
grape,motif was also expressed in a Tiffany grape-c'luster chandelier and'matching
sconces, now removed.
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nation's leading bank supply printers and which conducted jts entire busjness by
mail order catalog, expanded its facilitjes in .l900 

and built a new p1ant, occubied
in .l905. 

The growth of the company cojncjded with the heyday of the mail-order'
business, including Sears and Montgomery lalards.

Lou'is Levey exemplified the.merger of commercial and social ..leadershjp'rol-es jn
American socjety of his day. He was president of the firm during 25 years of its
greatest era of growth; when he retired rrom active management in .|9.l5, after 40
years, he retained a "business home"in the p1ant. Levey's organizational affilia-
tions marked him as a prominent local figure. He was on the board of trustees of
the.Indianapolis Foundation, was a director of the Unjon Traction Company of
Indiana and a member of the Indianapolis Board of Trade and the Chamber of Commerce.
Levey made his mansion, with its onyx and ormulu fireplac8lb?qan, a common
gathering place for prominent.local people. A

By the .l950s the mansion and its once prestigious neighbors suffered the fate
of successive predecessors from the Cjvil War years onward jn Indianapolis. Asits size, opulencen and locatjon lost favor w"ith people of sufficient wealth to
susta'in its use as a residence, the mansion was abandoned, and the area passed
into commerc'ial use. Today, however, restoration by the Pilgrim Life Insurance
Company, is transforming the structure and bring'ing it once more into the mainstreamof Indianapolis commercial life.
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