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The wayne county courthouse is a massive three-story building in the
Richardsonian Romanesque style which dour-inates downtown Richmond. Measuring
approximateLy 2L4t by 1-28r, the courthouse.is u-shaped with a very srnall
rear court between the legs of the U. The facade is nearly symnetrical- with
a projecting entranee pavil-ion and an octagonal- tower at the northeast corner.
The foundations are of Llmestone with granite facing on the battered courses
below the water tabJ.e. The wa].l-s are brick with a veneer of Indiana limestone.
The compl.ex roof of hips and gabLes is steepi-y pitched and covered with asphalt
tl1es which repLace the original slate. The roof is supported by a large and
courpl"ex steeL truss syseem exposed in the attic. The buil-ding has finel-y
executed ornamental- detaiLs incl-uding cushion and fol-iated Romanesque capitals,
semicircul-ar arches with masslve voussoirs, corbeL table ftiezes, and promfnent
waLl dormers.

The interior is laid out around a centraL stairhal-J" which rises from the base-
ment to the celling of the thJ"ril fJ.oor in an open well approximately 1-6r square.
The wide stair from the first to the second floors has two straight runs with an
intermedl-ate l-ancling. There are Limestone ri.sers, marbl-e treads, and a heavy
poJ-ished marbLe railing with large bal-usters. On the second fl-oor the stair
weJ.l is framed by po1-ished red granite col-uurns which support the arched wall-s
of the weJ.L on the third fl-oor. The skylight originalLy situated over the stair
weLL is been"bl-ocked.. ,.:v.,.-i -

Ihere are two secondary stair hal-l-s which provide access from the second floqr
to. the thtrd floor. Each of these originalLy had a skylight which is now
bl-ocked.' Al-so in the core of the building are a l-ight and air shaft on the
south and an elevator shaft on the north. - -

On the first floor a north-south corridor with offices on each side extends
through the bull-ding. On the second fl-oor the corridor surrounds the central
stair hal-l- and office open off of it. On the third floor, the corridor is
sirnil-ar to that on the second floor but the east side is closed off by a court
room. The basement, al-though not intended for office use, has been converted
for that purpose.

Much of the interior deeorative work renains in the building. Most of the
golden oak and gLazed til-e firepLaces are stiLl in pI-ace. Elaborate office
counters can be seen in the treasurerts and guditorrs offices. Although the
original- frescoes and llght fixtures are gone, the art glass and much of the
originaL furniture remain, and the court roons preserve most of theLr elaborate
paneLing.
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The wayne county courthouse is one of the most inposing of rndianats19th c- courthouses and is a handsome exampr_e of the RichardsonianRomanesque style with its massively scar-ed rock-faced stone walIs,large sernicircular arches, and higir-pitched roofs with ]-arge wall gabl_es.rt was designed by a prominent Midwestern architect, James Mclaughlinof cincinnati' Mclaughlin designed many of cinci.nnatirs *o"t iorporrantlate L9th c' buil-dings incl-uding the courthouse, pubrie f-ibrary and art nuseum.
rn a state which is noted for its fi.ne county courthouses, this is oneof the l-argest and most impressive. Buir-t 

"t " "o*t of over $4001000,the courthouse was constructed. of excel-l-ent materials and was embel-lishedwith a great deal of decorative hand work including art glass windows,wall frescoes' and wood and stone carving. Except for.tile,ri."eoegr:r I r.rmuch of the interior decorative work renains intact.
, _: ._:-. I i .!_ _,._Jl

The exterior of the buir.ding is impressive for the massive size of-, -,rthe individual stones in the veneer- and their courplex cutting andfine jointlng. Although the courthouse is a l_argery monochrour,atic :---structure, there is a great pJ-ay of textures which resurt from therock-faced treatment of the venler and the use of many moJ-dings,inlays, and carvings.

some of the originaL interior flavor has been r-ost through the removalof the fresco decorations, f-ight fixtures, and sone or the trim; howevermost of the firepr-aces, much or trr. woodwork, 
"rra . great deal of theoriginaL furniture remain, giving a very good indi.aiio' of the buildingfsoriginal' apPearance. The wiyne county Loirtrro.r"e ds one of the most lmpressivel'9th c. govern'entar. struct ti"" remainrng in the }tidwe-st.
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