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The C.S. Norton l4ansion, completed in .1897 is built of royal blue Bedford
Limestone. It is a cub'ical structure wjth a hip roof with gabled dormers to the
rear and a shed roofed dormer pierced by a decorated chimney on the front
facade. 0n the right front corner a cylindrical tower risel the full two stories
9ld 'is.topped by a conical roof with a sma'll finial . A one story portico over
the main entry extends from the centraj chimney around the cornei.' This pre-
dominate feature has rounded corners and is supported by paired Ionic columns.

The left side of the house has aporte cochereand the right an two 1/Z story
extension with a porch on the second floor. There has been a non-conforming
porch added to the rear of the bu'ilding recently.

The entire bui'lding is constructed of roya'l blue Bedford Limestone laid in
alternated wide and narrow courses and rusticated with the exception of a band
around the tower. Ionjc pilasters appear on the facade corners and below the
srnooth stne band in the tower. The windows are one over one sash type w'ith
curved glass to match the curve of the tower. In general there is a mjn'imum
of fenestration and wjndows do not form a dominant factor in the building.

Because this structure vtos trsr:d as a schocl administration bui'lding for sore
fi#f: ti't i:,:+'''i:-'l ''e3 ,'.,:P-''1:,r,2 :,;.r11e '-;,a1,'Jc'; Lt-: : ,xar 3Y':-J l'i i,le Or';EiAal
fabric is extant. The buiiding is in general'ly sound cond'ition but does
need some maintenance.
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The C.S. Norton Mansion was built during the years
Limestone Industry. The bu.il der, Cl i nt Nortoil, was
with his Royal Blue Quarry, 'located at the wesi end
Lane.

l--li: "Roya'l Blue" stone l,las so much in demand through the countpy, d couple of Nortonsrjobs of prized Blue Stone were the front of the Naw yo;[ corm.itiul 0fiice ind parrof the St. Louis Depot. The Norton Mansion was a'lso buitt wiii-l tn. noyii-si;;" 5i;;..
clint and Kate Norton, !.ror!(ing ryith architects, designed their new home. Many of thelarge stones were cut at the bui'lding site and then i.iftea into piaC..- Th;-;iegantcarvings in the front of the house, ind in the main fireplace,-wbre probably done atthe mill, then brought to the house with horse drawn wugbni.-' 
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The year l913 brought a drast'ic sjowdown to the Limestone industry and the Nortonswere forced to sell their home. It was purchased by the geJi;rA -Stone 
Club for$15,800.00. The stone club used the mansion to entertain wealthy out of townersinvolved with the Indiana L.imestone industry.

In 1928 the building_was purchased by the Bedford City Schools and has been used asan administrative office since that time.

As a sophisticated limestone buildilg yslng the best stone and workmanship it is asymbol of an industry-so.important in gearora. It'is also iitnlficant as a statementof what a prosperous leader. in the stone industry considered ideal.

of prosperity 'in the Indiana
having years of financial reward
of what is now known as Norton
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