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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The C.S, Norton Mansion, completed in 1897 is built of royal blue Bedford
Limestone. It is a cubical structure with a hip roof with gabled dormers to the
rear and a shed roofed dormer pierced by a decorated chimney on the front

facade. On the right front corner a cylindrical tower rises the full two stories
and is topped by a conical roof with a small finial. A one story portico over
the main entry extends from the central chimney around the corner. This pre-
dominate feature has rounded corners and is supported by paired Ionic columns.

The left side of the house has anporte cochere and the right an two 1/2 story
extension with a porch on the second floor. There has been a non-conforming
porch added to the rear of the building recently.

The entire building is constructed of royal blue Bedford Limestone laid in
alternated wide and narrow courses and rusticated with the exception of a band
around the tower. Ionic pilasters appear on the facade corners and below the
smooth stne band in the tower. The windows are one over one sash type with
curved glass to match the curve of the tower. In general there is a minimum
of fenestration and windows do not form a dominant factor in the building.

Because this structure wes used 2s 3 school administration building for some
regrs the Inlarior das underiare some Sfanges tul oz mejoriis of the original
fabric is extant. The buiiding is in generally sound condition but does
need some maintenance,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The C.S. Norton Mansion was built during the years of prosperity in the Indiana
Limestone Industry. The builder, Clint Norton, was having years of financial reward
with his Royal Blue Quarry, Tocated at the west end of what is now known as Norton
Lane.

His "Royal Blue" stone was so much in demand through the country, a couple of Nortons'
jobs of prized Blue Stone were the front of the New York Commercial Office and part
of the St. Louis Depot. The Norton Mansion was also built with the Royal Blue Stone.

Clint and Kate Norton, working with architects, designed their new home. Many of the
large stones were cut at the building site and then Tifted into place. The elegant
carvings in the front of the house, and in the main fireplace, .were probably done at
the mil1l, then brought to the house with horse drawn wagons.

The year 1913 brought a drastic slewdown to the Limestone industry and the Nortons
were forced to sell their home. It was purchased by the Bedford Stone Club for
$15,800.00. The Stone Club used the mansion to entertain wealthy out of towners
involved with the Indiana Limestone Industry.

In 1928 the building was purchased by the Bedford City Schools and has been used as
an administrative office since that time.

As a sophisticated Timestone building using the best stone and workmanship it is a
symbol of an industry so important in Bedford. It is also significant as a statement
of what a prosperous leader in the stone industry considered ideal.
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