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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

l,lilbur D. Peat called Elmhurst the most'imposing and stately of the Federal Mode
in Indjana. The porch which was added later, is an example of the colonnade-
entablature style of classic architecture. Although the two storied, flat-roofed
porch became a popular feature in southern states during the late eighteenth and
early n'ineteenth centurieso there were relatively few in this region. The doric
columns have altered the styie of the original central unit from Federal to Greek
Revival.

The structure is brjck with a five-bay main block and three-bay wings at the north
and south ends. It is two stories with a two-story hexa-style portico on the east.
It has a gab'le roof .

The central unit was erected in l83l for 0liver H. Smith. This was a Federal
structure cons'isting principal'ly of four rooms wjth massjve ch'imneys on the north
and south ends. About lB50 Samuel Parker beautifjed the grounds and added cherry
panejs to the lower front rooms. In lBSl James N. Huston extens'ive1y remodeled
the building, using the White House in Wash'ington as a guide. At this t'ime the
mass'ive porch columns and w'ings on north and south ends were added. Huston ;

continu.d the paneling begun 5y Parker; he added oak panels in upper rooms and oak r;

sta'irways. Huge fireplaces \^Jere installed in the lourer and upper ha1'lr,rays; the
fireplace in the lower hall js of red sandstone and polished granite. In .|90.l"

Dr. Andrew H. Daum added an annex to the north wing; this cons'isted of ?6 rooms
wh'ich were used as a sanatorium.

After being used for some 20 years as a girls school and then standjng idle for
about anQther decade, the structure was acqu'ired in .l940 by Warren Lodge #'15,
F. & A.M. The Lodge remodeled and restored Elmhurst's interior to is grandeur
of the past. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNI FICANCE

Few buildings jn the Midwest have as much heritage as Elmhurst. For over .|40 yearsjt has been the home of four significant poljtical figures and a girls school of
national stature.

0'liver Hampton Smith arrived as a young lawyer in Connersville seven years after it
had been p'latted and recorded by John Connerin .1813. 

Sm'ith served as a member of
the state House of Representat'ives from 1822 to 1824, was appo'inted prosecut'ing
attorney for the Th'ird Judicial Djstrict'in 1824, and served in the U.S. House of
Representatjves from lB27 to 1829. 0n January 3, l83l, he purchased the .|60 

acre
Elm Farm for $9.00 per acre and bu'ilt a four room house whjch became the nucleus of
El'mhurst. Smith served in the United States Senate from lB37 to lB43 when he moved'
to Indianapolis to practice law. He was pres'ident of an Indiana rajlroad company
at the time of his death in 1859.

Caleb Blood Smith arrived in Connersville after graduation from Miam'i Unjversity in
1827. He studi'ed law with 0liver H. Smith, and in 1833, 1837, 

.|840, 
and l84l he was

a member of the Ind'iana House of Representatives, serving as speakerin .|836. 
He was

a presidential elector from Ind'iana for the lllhjg ticket of Harrison and Tyler in .l840.

In lB43 he purchased the old Elm Farm from his former mentor 0liver H. Smith. Follow-
ing Congressional service from lB43 to .|849", 

he was appointed by President Zachary
Taylor to be a member of a board to invest'igate c1a'ims of Amerjcan cit'izens against
Mexico. In l85l he became President of the Cincinnati and Chicago Railraod Company
and in l856 was a presidential elector for the Republican ticket of Fremont and
Dayton. Asa member of the Indjana delegation to the Republ'ican National Convent'ion'in Chicago in 1860, he was influential 'in the nomination of Abraham Lincoln. Smjth
served as President Lincoln's Secretary of the Interior from March 5, l86lr until
January I,.1863, when he resjgned to become Judge of the U.S. District Corirt for
Ind'iana. His tenm on the bench was cut short by his death on January 7,1864.

Samuel Wi'lson Parker graduated from Miami University in lB2B and came to Connersville
to open a private school while studing iaw under 0liver H. Smith. After a term as
prosecuting attorney of Fayette County from l836 to lB3B, Parker sat jn the state
legislature as a Representative'in lB39 and lB43 and a Senator from l84l to 1843. In
lB50 Parker acquired the old Elm Farm, beautified the grounds, and paneled the lower
front rooms w'ith solid cherry. He served in the Congress from l85l to lB55 and spent
the last four years of his life as Presjdent of the Whjtewater Va11ey Canal Company
and the Junction Railroad Company. He djed February l,1859, and'is burjed on the-
grounds of Elmhurst.
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James Nelson Huston purchased the farm jn lBBl and extensively remodeled the housealong the ljnes of the t,Jhite House in Washjlgton. Massive porch columns and wingsat both north and south ends of the orjginal structure were added, and punliing
started by Parker was continued at a cost of about $44,000. Huston was'po'litiial
manager for Benjamin Harrison, and when Harrison became President, Huston becameTreasurer of the United States. Harrison and his wife made frequent visits toElmhurst, and an upstairs room was decorated and reserved for them.

In .|909 the Elmhurst School for Girls was establjshed and for turenty years gave
Midwestern girls_educational opportunr'ties equal to those in Easterlr irrivat6 sihools.
Ut'i l j zi ng the tr'l l abl e l and around El mhurst, the school devel oped a comb.inedagricultural-domestjc science course which was unusual for a private girli ichool.
Several efforts to establ 'ish school s after .l929 

fai I ed and the bui 1di ng stood "idl euntil 'l940 when warren Lodge #.|5, F. & A.M. purchased and restored it.
El mhurst's archi tectural excel I ence adds to j ts strong hi stopical associatjons.
Each of the additjons adds to the stature of the bujlOing wjthout destroying itsclassical balance. Detail is used carefuliy to complimefit jts overall tLrm] Itrepresents the best in workmanship for several periods of constructjon during thenineteenth and ear'ly twentieth centuries. -- "'J

A well known landmark in Indiana, Elmhurst js architecturally important as well ashaving tjes to several historic figures.
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