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‘1I. 'Exterior; Earlham Collegevaservatory is a 1 story 40 ft. x 19 ft. briék hip

‘roofed structure having a plan which is 3 part consisting of a central block of

19x19 feet in which the telescope and dome are houses, and two flankers of 10 x 19 ft.
The brick work of this little structure is laid in 1= 8 common bond. The Observa-
tory-has 4 voids of 4 x 4 light sash on each principal elevation and 1 void. consisting
of a doorway in the end elevations. The main block is topped by a sheathed copper
dome which is slotted such that a section can be removed from within to permit the
observatory telescope to be used to study celestial bodies. The exterior trim
consists of a simple wooden cornice at the roofline of no particular order. ' The

- general appearance of this structure is plain, in keeping with the religious con-

victions of the institution which erected it.

II. Interior. iThe interior of Earlham College Observatory is dominated by a 6 1/2

inch object lense brass mounted telescope mounted upon a stone pier in the tenter

of the main block of the observatory. A secondary telescope for tripod use is also
stored in the Observatory, The dome can be revolved by means of a bell crank system
through 360°.  A°second bell crank éperates the sliding panel in the dome to permit
use of the telescope. A wooden platform surrounds the base of the dome to permit

. operation of the machinery. The interior is otherwise plainly appointed; with

‘shelves for scientific devices, and simple architraves for door and window trim.
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_ Arch te tural Signlflcance. Earlham Observatory is a s1mp1e unadorned'functional
,”*early Victorian educational building designed for a single function: . to store and
ivfprotect ‘a telescope. It has no architectural features other than the copper sheathed
dome and the machlnery housed within the structure. The telescope was manufactured &
in 1856 and installed in the completed observatory in 1861. It itself is an early piece -
-of | sc1ent1f1c equipment  in practlcally original condition except for a new eyepiece
fpurchased in 1872. The:dome revolution system is interesting as an -example of ‘mid 19th‘
-century: 1ngenu1ty. Archltecturally, the Observatory is unique.,_There are no com— :
parable ‘buildings in ‘Indiana.  The ‘only comparable building in the’ Midwest is ‘the -
. Western' ‘Reserve Observatory im, Hudson, Ohio, dating from the 1830's, ' Earlham Observa—
~".tory represents an outstanding survival of inst1tutiona1 sclentlflc archltecture of‘
. the m1d 19th century.i ! : cl : : o -

S Hlstorlcal Signlflcance.v In 1856 the Young Frlends Phllosophical and L1terary¢:
: Instltute of Earlham College purchased a 6 1/2 inch objective lens ‘telescope.from .. .
‘R, B, Rutherford, 'a’ pioneer American astronomer for use at Earlham. : The Young Friendsf
:then began raising money to build a suitable observatory to house the scope. . In 186}, .
the present 1 story structure was erected and opened for use for the faculty .and stu~-
dent body. It has been maintained in nearly. or1g1nal functioning condition by the

-+ Science Department of Earlham College since 1861.  The transit telescope was loaned by*
. the United States Coast: & Geodetic Survey in 1861. A German astronomical clock was .
. procured in 1861. Earlham College Observatory is the best preserved early observatory?
. in the Midwest. Tt is exceeded in’ age only by the Western Reserve Observatory. It'
represents an important scientific historical site, strongly attached to a peculiar .
f'1nst1tut10n, Earlham Friends Boarding School and College, an*educatlonal 1nst1tut10n of
"ﬁ}extremelyladvanced de51gn and pr1nc1pals for the 19th century.< S SR :
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