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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

In 1-832 John OtFerreLl- designed and built a general store to serve the small
corrnunity of Mongo, Indiana. The trdo story wood frame structure has a hand
made appearance, Yet it is unified and elegant in proportion and overall
character. It is a Greek Revival mode with cl-assical1-y lined wooden corner
posts, linte1-s and slipsil-l-s. Ttre peak of the asphalt sheathed roof is 30

feet above the ground. A boxed cornice was applied to the medium gable
roof with a bl-ind, semi-circular window accenting the pediment. The 3 bayed
front facade is comprised of single gLazed doubl-e hung windo'sss with shutters
on the upper floor. A door on the upper fLoor Lent access !o a balcony which
was repl-aced by the present shed roof type porch, in 1930. The,lower story
has laiget rorrdor" surrounded by engaged col-unrrs and the main entrance of
sol-id wood doors.

The buil-ding rests on a stone and brick foundation which also forms the walls
for Lhe ful-l- basement. Hand hewn oak beams and posts comprise the structural
system.

Several- additions to the original building on the south' east and north sides
were built during its histo4y, but the exact dates are not known. It is thought
by the owner that they were probably a1-1 built by the turn of the century.

The nain floor consists of a Latge showroom with three rear entrances.l-eading-
into the respective additions. Th. "..orrd 

fl-oor originally housed the famil-yrs
living quarters, however these have been removed and the entire floor is used

for storage purposes, as is the attic. El-egant butternut moulding probably
added in itre l-B50ts surrounds the ceil-ing of the first floor. A wood burning
furnace on the first floor used instead of fireplaces has since been

replaced by a gas furnace in the basemenL'

some of the exterior materials are deteriorating, the strueture is
sound and remains a handsome focal point for the cormunity of Mongo'

A1-though
basically
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The Olde Store, formerly the John OrFerrel-l Store, was one of the first
conmereial structures i-n LaGrange County and a focal point in the early
events and history of Mongo.

John OtFerrell designed and bullt the Greek Revival structure in 1832 after
doing business for nearl-y two years from a wagon. It was used as a general"
store and a post office with an irnrentory of about $400. In l-836, OrFerrel-l-
was supposedly run out of town for "treating the whites as unscrupulously
as the Indianst'. OtFerrel-l- was al-so one of several perpetrators of an Indian
scare known as the ttcage and Langdon Wartt. This occured during the Black
Hawk War of. L832 when many se.ttlers in Mongo feared an Indian attack. Drusus
Nichol-s purchased the store and a nearby distil-l-ery greatl-y increasing their
r.rorth. The store then changed hands many times before becoming the acquisition
of the present owners.

Throughout its history the store served as post office, distil-l-ery outlet
(Large1y soLd to the Indians in exchange for furs) and even as an inforrnal
courtroom during its history. The buiLding is a good exampLe of l-9th
century construction techniques and has unusual- architectural refinement for
early smalL town Indiana construction.
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