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m::::} The Vincennes Historic District is bounded on the north bv the Wabash
g@@ﬁﬁ@ River, on the east bv the centep line of College Avenue (formerly Hickman),
Py on the south by the center Tine of Fleventh Street to the center Tine of

Hart Street, then the center Tline of Hart Street south to the center line
of the continuation of Eleventh Street, then southwest along the center
Tine of Eleventh Street to the center Tine of Willow Street, and then on
the center line of Willow Street to the Wabash.

Included within this area are several distinct sections that relate to the
development of the town containing examples of different architectural
styles covering over 100 years of qrowth.

1. The site of the early Piankeshaw Indian Villaae: Althouah no physical
evidence exists today, part or all of it was certainly contained with-

2. The Riverfront area bounded on the north by the Wabash, on the east by
Scott Street, on the south by First Street, and on the west by Willow:
o This area contains the William Henry Harrison Mansion "Grouseland",
: ! 1804 (a National Historic Landmark), the viverfront with o vers] id-
B AN 19th Century warehouses and commercial buildinas, the <it» of the
—— first steamboat landing, and the George Rogers Clark Natinnal Memorial
3 { (on the National Register) near or on the site of Fort Saclville: At
the eastern end of this area are two very early and hister fcolly impoy
tant structures: one, the Indiana Territorial Capital * cial fap tha
National Register) (moved to present Tocation in the 10 .
constructed in this area in 1800, and second, a newty o
Creole Cottage, The Brouillet House (c. 1790). ih» 4ite . b
(1787) is Tocated in this area. Elihu Stout's Drint <ion was Incated
near the original site of the Territorial Capital which was originally |
- in this area. The Indiana Gazette, Tater the Western Sun, the first
g oo Indiana newspaper, began operation in this office near the original
1 Tocation of the capital in 1804. A reproduction Stout's Shop has been
E"f d included in the Territorial Canital State Memorial. Vincennes Univer-
i.upwf sity, the oldest institution of hicher learnina west of the Alleahenies
S and north of the Ohio River was orianinally located on the riverfront
i not too far from "Grouseiand”.  Fstablished in 1801 as Jefferson Aca--
4 demy, .¥n.1806 thev requested and rececived part of the onc townchin that
% congress had aranted for higher education in Indiana in 1904, Tho
4 § University, now located northeast of the district, houses the coliectiops
: | of the Vincennes Library Comnany established in 1806.
i ! 3. 01d French Town, bounded on the north byvthe Wabash, on the east by
é Broadway, on the south by Fiahth Street, and on the west by Willow:

in the district.

The area contains the heart of the early French ~ettlement, St.

Francis Xavier Catholic Church (recommended. for nomination to the
National Register) constructed from 1826 to 1840 in the Greek Revival
style. The typical French style house, the verandah running the length
of the:house on bath sidaes, can still be found in this area, although
many have been torn down or altered beyond recognition. As the French'
influence declined after 1800, the area was claimed by Americans who
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then built homes in the period style, The French influence can be seen
in a number of houses constructed well into the 19th century.

The Court House area bhounded on the north by Sixth Street, on the east
by Hart Street, on the west by Main Street and on the south by Tenth
Street: The construction of the present Knox-County Court House in 1873
prompted the building of a number of fine homes mostly done with Ita11na
influence, near the new seat of local government.

The downtown commercial area, bounded on the north \y roond Street, on

the east by Busseron, on the south by Eleventh Str , ant pn the woet R
by Vigo Street: Main Street and Sixth Street are tho centra] avonuos !
of the downtown area. Some shops on Main Street between First Street
and Second Street have had their fronts renovated Lo give Lho apbearancd
of Colonial America, but many features of the buildings =t111 oxhibit

the styles of the Tate 1800's. Classic Revival Avchitectiu:o influonced |
the construction of several structures on Second SLyoe! Tho O1d Stat
Bank (c. 1835) (a State Memorial on the National reqd

Abner T. ETTlis Mansion both reveal this style. Vory \

ion has taken place on Main Street since the Tatler pof of

century and it clearly retains its architectural unitv.

The residential area, bounded on the north by First Strect, on th i

by College, on the south by Eleventh, and the wecst by Broadway. Th1s
area exhibits no especially prominent feature or structure, but is
composed of a number of structures that illustrate an architectural and
cultural unity. Sixth Street west of Broadway has a number of fine
residential homes of the Anglo-ITtalian mode mixed here and there with
composite style houses.

The following key structures illustrate the character of the district:

1. The Brouillet HOuse, 509 N. First Street, (c. 1790): A French
Canadian Colonial House with vertical hewn logs with bousillage
between "poteaux sur sol", approximately 35' x 25'. Original
four room house has had a lean-to added to rear. The exterior has
been covered with clapboard and it was remodeled bhefore the turn of
the century.

2. The Indiana Territorial Capital State Memorial (c. 1800) (on the
National Register): This two story, Federal folk construction, wood
building with a gallery, was originally located closer to the centen
of town but has been relocated near the University. Although it hag
been moved at least three times, the Territorial Capital has been
restored and carefully placed to retain much of its <ignificance.

3. The E11is Mansion, 111 Movth Second Street: (C. 1830) Classic
Revival Architecture. Rowan Doric stone columns support the
entablature of stone with o <omicircular window in the Roman tra-

dition. This building is maintained in excellent condition and is
the present home of the Harmony Society.

4. Lacy House (present owner) - 314 South Third (c. 1840): French
Colonial influence. One story wood frame with gallery across front.
Original shutters and siding. Later wing at rear.

5. Dunn House - 815 & 817 Busseron Street (1847): Federal Style one

te
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10.

11.

12.

[

story brick duplex. Wood addition not part of original building bu
blends well with brick. Restored in the late sixties to its presen
condition which is certainly close to the original. It is current-
1y being used as a duplex residence.

Summers House (present owner) 827 North Eighth Street (c. 1859-
1866): Classic Revival. One story brick with hip roof. Exterior
restored. Wood rear addition enhances the structure. Excellent
example of classic facade with massive recessed entrance. The
dormer is a later addition. ‘

Fyfield House, 416 South Iifth Street (1860): Classic Revival.
Brick one story with later rear additions. Front door opening is

a fine example of Classic Revival with semicircle window above and
slender columns at side of opening. Windows and doors were changed
during an extensive remodeling around the turn of the century.
Grannan House (present owner), 825 Busseron Street (c. 1870):
Italinate two story brick. Excellent example of this style. As
originally built. The original iron fence and stone retaining wall

.are extant.
“Knox County Court HOuse, 7th and Busseron Streets (1873): "Norman

Style". Newly restored. Exterior of stone with four impressive
towers, each different in detail. A masterpiece of stone masonry
work and roof details.

Cauthorn House, 506 N. Third Street (c. 1874): Two story brick
Italinate on original Tot with original fence. Rear is an addition
to original square plan. Tfront porch remodeled. Interior is as
originally built except for removal of rear stairway.

Gimble-Bond Store, 200 N. Main Street (1879): Two story brick
example of extreme ornate Italinate as used for commercial store
facades. Windows have been closed. This is on the site of the
first Gimble's store {c. 1842).

Rabb House, 524 Broadway (c. 1880-1890): Massive Italinate two
story brick. A new porch enhances the beauty of lovely example of
this period. - Interior plaster, molding and details preserved as
originally built.

Fast side of Main Street between First and Second Streets: store-
fronts have been renovated to give the appearance of a Colonial
Style structure, but exterior features of the building above street
Tevel are good examples of Renaissance architecture.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Vincennes had one of the oldest and Targest of the French Forts in Indiana
and as such is perhaps one of the oldest continuously inhabited areas in
the state. An early Piankeshaw Indian Village spread out along the
edges of the Wabash was there to greet the early French trappers and hunters
who explored the area at the beginning of the 1700's. The French settleg
the area, married with the Indians, and brought protection in the form of
a military fort by 1733.

Thirty years later, in 1763, England gained control of Lhe scttlement for
a period of some sixteen years. However, British influence on the town
has been sTight.

In 1779, George Rogers Clark captured Vincennes for the American cause
which in turn contributed to the addition of much of the area which be-
came the 01d Northwest Territory to the Unjted States. By this time.

Americans had begun to cross over the Alleghenies and into the .Wabash
Valley. By 1800, they had taken over much of Vincennes and French influence
slowly blended with American traditions.

NSTRUCTI!IONS

E

E

From 1800 to 1813, Vincennes was the capital of the Indiana Territory, an
WiTlliam Henry Harrison, Governor of the Territory from 1800 to 1812, buil
his house "Grouseland" in 1804 and lived in it until he resigned as
governor in 1812. Following the removal of the capital to Corydon in 1813,
Vincennes Tost some of its importance to the State and National Political
scene, but continued to grow as a commercial town serving as a steamboat
port and center for the farming community. It also housed Vincennes
; University, the first institution of higher learning west of the Allegheniles
: { and north of the Ohio River. When the Wabash and Erie Canal bvpassed the
; town several miles to the east., Vincennes lost some of its commercial
importance and it was not until Lhe coming of the railroad that Vincennes
again became an agricultural trading center.
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Vincennes was also a center of culture and Tearning in TIndiana for many
years. The institutions associated with the Catholic Church provided
education to hoth the selticrs and the Indjans:for vears. Vincennes
University operated at several locations in Vincennes and continues in
the town. The Vincennes Library Company .(1806). was an.important effort
to provide a resource for the frontier community. In 1838, Father Simon

Brute brought his Targe Tibrary from Europe and the Fast to Vincennes to
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further expand the cultural resources of the town and the state.

Vincennes is exemplary of many things in Indiana. Associations with the
French are still visible in several structures but are most apparent in
the streets laid out ia the French survey system. There are archeological
sites that have yet to be fully exnlored that certainly contain evidence
of Native American, French, English and American occupation. Fort Sack-
ville, Fort Knox I and III, a historic Indian settlement are all within
this district. It also contains architectural evidence of development as
a 19th century commercial center for western Indiana. The Vincennes
Historic District has ties with all phases of the development of Indiana
and has visible physical evidence of most of them.
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H1storv gf_Knox and Dayiess Counties
Company, 1886.

History of the City of Vincennes, 1702-1901,

, Chicago, The Goodspeed PubTishing

Henrv S. Cauthorn, 19071.

Historical Sketches of 01d Vincennes,

AtTas of Knox County, D. J.

Hubbard M. Smith, 1902.

Lake Pub]1shers, 1880.
John D. Barnhart and Dorothy L. Riker, Indiana to 1816,

1971 Indianapolis.

John B. Dillon, History of Indiana, 1843 Ind1anapo11s
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FORM PREPARED BY

NAME AND TITLE: Thomas
Library: Rose Aimee Broz,

ORGANIZATION

Vincennes University

Krasean, Archivist and Director of Lewis Historical
Architectural Consultant.

DATE

10-1-74

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

Vincennes

STATE

Indjana

STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION

NATIONAL REGISTEE Vi

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
80-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
National Park Service.

forth by the The recommended

level of significance of this nomination is:

National [ State [ | Local | ]
Name o
Title Indiana State Liaison Off{icer
Date  November 6, 1974

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Prescrvation

Feate

ATTEST:

Keeper of The National Register

Date
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Mr. anc¢ irs. Harold Fox R T [ & R
1417 College Avenue ‘ . R TR T
Vincennes. Indiana 475°1 i e

Fox:

(]
5
\—‘
=)
[$)
o}
¥
n

Thanic you for vour interest in the Ilistoric Preservation l,oan prograr.
Although Vincennes Goes nave an uiStOIlC digtrict. it does not appear
that your;éBMC‘EF’Thcluaea within it {(the Vincennes Historic District
is bounded on the north by the Wabash leer‘ on the east by the center
line of College Avenue. O the south by the centeT 1ine of Eleventh
Street tc the center line of Hart Street south to the center line of
the continuation of Tleventn Street rhen southwest along the center
i1ine of ILleventh Street LC the center .ime of Wl;Tov Street and then
on the center line of Willow uhreet to the Wabash R iver). Neither is
vour home at present listecd individually in ~he National Register

Therefore. you are not now e‘igible for z historic preservation loan.

To be eligible for & historic oreservaglon loan, a home must be listec

i og,

PEEL

i
z
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/

~.

in the National kegister of Historic Places. OT included within & district

which is listecd imn the Hational Register. It may also qualify if

been determined eligible for listinge in the National Register <oT i
is within a district wiilch nas been determinec eligible for listing
Procedures £for obtaining a historic preservation loan have not Vel been
fipalized: we will let you know wnen the program becomes operatiomal

nas

5 -
Lo

=
oot

The enclosed materiai will supply vou with additional information about
the uro"*ar an¢ will indicate what vou can do now to become eligiblie
for an historic nreservat jon loan or to f£ind alrernative means for
funding vour project. I vou nave any further questions. please dc not
nesitate to write OF call us.

Sinpcerely vours.

Williac J. Murtagh
Keeper oi the Necicunal Register

(“)

Tned Ovurnc

cc: L/Mr. Joseph D. Cloud, SHPO Indiana w/copy of inc.
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