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Included wjthjn this area are several cljstinct sections that relate to the
developnlent of the tovrn contajnjnq exanples of different arch'itectural
styles coyering over 100 yeat:s of qrc'trth

The site of the earlv piarrkr,riira,,r Lnriian Villace: lrll.lroriqir n0 pIr75j6u1
ev'iclence exists today, part op ail crf it vras cert.ainli,cO,.Lajneri w.ith-
i n the d.i stri ct.
The Ri verf ront area bounded on the north by the l,rabash , on the east by
scott street, on the south by First street, and on the r,vr.:1. lr\r i,Jillow:
This area contains the l^JjIIiam Henry llarrison llansion ",,r',, i^.r:I,,rrll".
lB04 (a llational Hjstorjc Lanclmark), the river{'rryri ',,,; ilr r.,',i:r.-,i ird-
l9th Century Warehouses and commercial buildinrr:,. iirt: :. 1'.. .f ilr,-
first steanboat landing, and the George Roqerr I rli' ir.rr i,,r ,ii l;.:r.,orja'l
(on the Nat"ional Regi sier) near or on the i j te o I liqri'1 r,,;, r ; il"lel: At
the eastefn end of this afea arr,t'l-t'/o very earl 1r,1 1rl l,i,:t,, .,.,,i1.,. lirr.).r1.
tant structures: one, the Indjana Terrjtorial {;rrii.r j ',,,r i :! !r,,,
National Reqister) (rrroved to L'resent locatjon irr ij1,. i' I ,,

constructed'in tfr-is area in '|800, and second, a 11,. 11,:,:1 :

Creole Cottaqe, The Brouillet House (c, .|790). 
i r;. 1, i ! r :

(1781) is tocated jn thjs area. Eljhu Stoutis l,;'1.,i ..,i,,,.,,.jri lrrt.ai..r:rj
near the orjg'inal s'ite of the l'errjtorial Can'it.at which r,ras orioinallyjn th'is area. The I_ndiana Gazette, later the in/estern sun, the f.irst
Ind'iana newspaper, 6.9,* obeFaT-lt'n in this orflce near-TlTe original
locat'ion of the capital in .l804" 

A reproductjon stoutts Shop has been
j ncl r,rded i n the Terr j torial Caili ta'l State Memori al . Vi ncennes Uni ver-sity, the oldest institution of ili,rlrer learnino !,reqt of fhe Alleqhenies
and north of the 0irir' [tjvr\]'",)',, r,r'irrinally locatcrl crr i.ir,: '^jveriront ]

not too far frorn "Gr''ru''r'irrrr!' l,.i.ahl'ished "in lll0l ;rs ,rr.ii,,i-snn Aca-- i

dem1lo,in.l806 therr requesLcrl ;rlttl r11',.ived part 0f {.it{' ,-,p,' l.;rr1ri, 'r" thatl
congress had qranted for higher education jn Ind'iarra ir, lr;r,l" i,r,.
Universjty, nol'r located northeast of the djstrjcL, houses tire coilcc
of the Vincennes Library Comnany establjshed in 'l806.

0l d French Tovrn, bounded on l.lrc n1r.l.h byl the L^Jabaslr, on the east Dy
Broadway, on the south by Fiirltl.lr litrect, and on the rvesL bv l,lr'llow:
The area contains the hc:rri .{ Llrr, c.rr1t French ,'lr lcrie nt", St.
Franc'is Xavier Catholic Church (recomnended for'11lr11jy1,1l.iorr to the
National Reqjster) constructed from lB26 to lE,irt irr l.lrr li'rfl< Revival
sty1e. The t.ypical French styls hoLrse, the verand;rlr runir in.cl LIre lenqth
of the:house on bqth sides, can still be found in this area, although
many have been torn dor,ln or al tered hre.lrond recoqn j ti on . As the French '

i nf I uence decl j ned af ter I800. the area u,,as cl ai med by Ameri cans \^/ho
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then bujlt homes jn the perjo'd'ct'/le, The French influence can be seen
i n a number of houses const.rLtctr.:il t';el I i nto the l9th centur.y.
The Court l-louse area ltrtuiidr:d ,ln Lhe north b.v S ix1.h Street, on the east
by Hart Street, on the lvest b.y l4ai n Street and on the south h,-v Tenth
Street: The construction of the present Knox'Cotrntv Court House in l87
prompted the buildinq of a number of fjne hornes mostly done rvith ltalin
jnfluence, near the new seat of local government.

4.

5.

IC

The dorvnto\^/n commerci al area, brounded on the north b-y Second
the east by Busseron, on the south by El even+l'r 5'l.i"i'"1.. :r" i ,1rl

by Vigo Street: Main Street and Sixth Street are tire central
of the downtown area. Some shops on Ma j n Stree I br h'rcen ['"ii.>
and Second Street have had thei r fronts renovatetl l.;r q i'7r' l.rrr

Street, on
I i'r'. r,. .: l:

avenues

of Col oni al America, but many features of the bu i lrii nit'r ' j
the styles of the late lB00's. Classic Revjval Arr..i'rr:".i.r
the constructi on of several structures on Secottij 'i l.i r '' i

Bank (c. I835 ) (a State Memori al on the Nat'ioria i l)t::r i

Abner T. El I i s Mans'ion both reveal thi s sty1e. '""'r. '/ r I 1

jon has taken place on Main Street since the lat.ti,t ;,i i. t

century and it clearly reta"ins its architectural t;niii.
6. The residential area, bounded on the north by Iir':L "itir.:r,]i-, lrr l.ii': ,:,t:'i

by College, on the south by Elevent,h, and the wcst by Broadway: Thjs
area exhjbits no especially prominent feature or structure, but is
composed of a number of structures that illustrate dn arch'itectural and
cultural unity. Sixth Street west of Broadway has a number of fjne
res j dent j al homes of the Angl o- Ita'l 'ian mode mi xed here and there wi th
composite style houses
The following key structures illustrate the character of the district:

l. The Brouillet HOuse, 509 ll. First Street, (c. 'l790): A French
Canadi an Col oni al House u,i tlr verti cal hewn I oqs wi th bous i 1 1 age
between "poteaux sur sol", approximately 35' x 25'. 0rjginal
f our room house has had a I ean-to added to rea r' . Ilre exter''ior has
been covered wjth c'lapboard and it vras remodelcd hefore the turn of
the century.
The Indjana Territorial Capital State Memorjal (c. lB00) (on the
Natjonal Reqister): This tlvo story, Federal folk construction, w0o
building with a ga11ery, tvas originally located closer to the cente
of town but has been relocated near the University. Although it ha
been moved at least three t'imes, the Territorial Capital has been
restored and carefully placcrl l.o reta'in rnuch of jtq sjrinificance.
The Ell js Mansion, lll f'l"i l,fr i,ccord StreeL: ((,. l[]ii)) i.lassic
Rev j val Arch j tecturo. l),ulr,rr I)or ic stone col unrrrs sLl)uor't the
entablature of storrL: ,"ril.lr ,i ''"rrricircular window 'in thc Roman tra-
dit'ion. This building is naintained jn excellent cond'ition and is
the present home of the Harmony Society.

i '. I'i'pp t i
1

a 1'r,earanct!
ill ""'t'jl,!i:

,l-i i,r,r,r,r I i

'li, i,r: '.j.,i.,

ii

2.

3.

u

6

Lacy House (present owner) - 3:14 South Thr'rd (c. lB40):
Colonjal influence. One s'bory wood frame ulith gallery
0riginal shutters and siding. Later wing at rear.
Dunn House - Bl5 & Bl7 Busseron Street (.|847): Federal

French
across front

Sf v'l c nno
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DESCRIPTION CONTINUED (3)

story bri ck dupl ex. l^Joccl ai.lC it'ion
bl ends wel I wi tli bi'ir,k. lies tored i
condi tion whi ch i s certai n1y clr:se
ly bei ng used as a dupl ex resj dence.
Sunmers House (present owner) 827 North Iightlt Street

(Numbar aIl on111661

not part of oriqinal
n the I ate s i xt'ies to
to the oriqinal

buj I di ng bu
i l-c nrp<.onI eJ r.is current-

(c I 859-

As
wal I

br.ick
add i ti on
is as

It

6.
l866): Class'ic Revival . One s.tory brick vt'ith hip roof . [xterjor
restored. tnlood rear actld'iti on enhances the structure. Excel I ent
example of class'ic facadc lvith massive recesSed entrance. The

dormer is a later add jt i,-rtt

Fyfield House , 416 ',:.ritrf.lr I i1'lrh street (.l860): class'ic Rev'ival.
gii ct one story r,ri th I ater rear addi ti ons. F ront door openi ng i s

a fine example of Classic Revival uljth senrj,.-it'clc v/indovJ above and

slender columns at side of opening. tnJ'indorrs rtntl dcols r^tere changed
duri ng an extensi ve remodel i ng around the Lurn 1r | | l rr rif rrtury'

o
U.

q

Grannin House (present owner), 825 Busseron lit.reet (c" 11370):

Ital i nate two stor.y bri ck. I,xcel I ent .exampl e of th'is sty1e.
oriqinally built. The oriqinal jron fence and stone retaining
are extant.
Knox County Court H0use,
Styl e" . Newly restored.
towers, each different in
work and roof detai I s.

7th and Busseron Streets (.]873): "Norman
Exterior of stone l'rit"h four impressive
deta'il . A masterp iece of stone masonry

10. Cauthorn House, 506 N. Tlrird Street (c. lB74): .i,,'rp 
slor.y

Italjnate on original lot r,rith original fence. Rear.is an

to or.iginal square p1an. Frorrt porch remodeled. Interior

il
oriqjnally by bui'lt except for renroval of . rear. stai tlway
gjmEte-Aoird Store, 200 N. l4ain Street ('1879): Two story brick
example of extreme ornate Italjnate as used for commercial store
facades. Illindows have beetr closed. This is on the site of the
f irst Gjmble's store {c. 1f',42) -
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12. Rabb House , 524 Broadrvay ( c. I BB0-l 890 )

story brick. A new porch enhances the
th j s per j od. I nteri or p1 aster' , mol cij ng
ori g'ina11y bui I t.
East side of Main Street betvreen F'irst
fronts have been renovated to give bhe

Style structure, but cvt,(,'rior features
level are good examprles of Renaissance

: Massive ltalinate tv/o
bearrty of lovely exampl e of
and de.:t.ai I s preserved as

13. arld \ecorul i.1-reets: store-
appearance of a Col onj al
of the bui.ldi ng above stree
archi tecture.
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rt. the olclest. and tarqest of the French Forts in Indian

and as such is perhaps one rrf t.he olclest colttinuoL,s'ly r'nhabited areas'in
the state. An early Piattkc:.rralv Indjan Villaoe spread out along the
edges of the bJabash vlas there Lo rtreet the earl y Frcnch trappers and hunt
v/ho expl ored the area at the bccii nni ng of the I 70tl' s. The French settl e
the area, married wjth the Tndiaiis, and brouglhb prol-ccL'ion jn the form of
a mj I i tary fort by I 733.

Thirty years later, in'1763, England gained control ol Liir. :,ltt.lr:ntent for
a period of sonte sjxteen years. Howeyer, Britjsh influence on Lne town
has been sliqht.

In 1779,
wh'ich 'in

came the
Ameri cans
Va1 1 ey.

George Rogers C"j ari. c,rlr Lrrred Vi ncennes for the American cause
turn contributed to tlte addition of much of the area which be-
0ld Northv/est TerritorS, to the Un'ited States. By Lhjs tjme,
had begun to cross over the Alleghenies and into the.Wabash

By 1800, they had taken over much of Vincennes and French influe
slowly blended w'ith American tradit'ions.

From lB00 to lBl3, V'incenn.:s L'ra., the capital oi l.ire Indiana Territory, an
Will jan Henry l-{arrjson, Govti'itor of the TerriLar,y fr"cn liliJ0 to lBl2, buil
h"is house "Grousel and" j n lB04 aild l'ived 'in i t- unt j I lic: r r_'s igned as
governor in lBl2. Follov/r'ng the renoyal of the capital to Corydon in lBl
Vjncennes lost some of its importance to the State and Natjonal Poljtical
scene, but continued to grow as a commercial town servjnq as a steamboat
port and center for the farming conrmunity. It also housed Vincennes
University, the first jnstitution of hjgher learnino v/est of the Alleghen
and north of the 0h'io River. lJhen the wabash arrd t-r'ie canal b.1.,passecl the
town several ililes to the east. Vincennes lost some oi its commercial
inportance and i t vr.r:; not unt i I l.lre conti ng o{' the rai I road that Vi ncennes
again becane an aqricultLrral Li,rrling ccnter.

Vincenncs was also a cclrt.r'f'of r:rrlturc aincl learnin,l irr Indiana-for nrany
years. The j nst'itttt.i c,n:r .r ':,1(:i't l"r:,-l vl j th the Cathol ic Clrurclr r;rovi ded
educatjon to both t.hr::ct.Li,rr", artrl the Indjarrs t'o',/r,rars. Vincennes
Unjvers'ity operated at SeVerdl locations in Vincennes and continues jn
the totln. The Vincennes Library Company.(.l806), \llas an important effort
to prov'ide a resource for Lhe frontier community. In IB3g, Father Simon
Brute brought hi s l arge l i brary 'l'rom Europe anil tire Eas t to Vi ncennes to

'il
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further expand the cultural resources of th. town and the state.

Vjncennes is exemplary of many thinqs jn Indiana. Assoc'iat'ions with the
French are sti l l vi s'ibl e i n se,/r',:ra l structures but are nrost aDDarent 'in

the streets Iaid out j,r the French survey systen). There are archeologica'l
sites that have yet to be fully explored that certa'in1y conta'in evidence
of Native American, French, Engl jsh and American occLrpatjon. Fort Sack-
vjlle, Fort Knox I and III, a hjstoric Indian settlement are all within
thjs d'istrict. It also contains architecturaT evjdence of development as
a l9th century commerc'ial center 1'or vrestern indiana. The Vincennes
Historic District has ties with ;il 1 pirases of the development of indiana
and has visible physjcal evidence of most of then.
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.f $q"g1g'oaviesi ie'-;*Chiiaso, The GoodiliAeilLl_s_L-lJlJL Ul NIUA qlru uqv ILJJ vvqrrvlr *, vrrrvqvvt

Compan.y, l 886 .

Hi storv Af the C'ity of Vi ncennes i 1702-1901 , Henr-v S. Cauthorn , l90l
ffiTilTcaTSTetTnGt- of m?-nincennb-s, HrrI-bard u. Sm'ith, 

.I902.

ATt as of (nox countri,-n. .l .-LakF puul i shers , I BB0.
JoIrrO. Sarnl"rart;na Dorothy L. Rjker, Indjana to lBl6, l97l Indianapol
John B. Dillon, Hjstor.y of_ Indiana, l843 Ind'ianapolis.
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Dear :\ir ' anC i'lrs ' Fo::

Tlrani;youroryourincerest!nihellistoric?rese::-Jationi,oanprograr..
/r,lthough vJncennes coes -oave 

"o ur"iotic d'isurict ' it does not appear

rnat _r-our,.;3ro.ift5.i.ro"a 'ritnin ic (tne vincennes liistoric Distric:

is bouncie,l on tnl ".iir, bt the i,iabasi"r lSver - on the east b]' the cer'ter

lineofCollege-Aot't'"t'onthesouthbitbecenterLineofElevenih
SEreet tc the ".oa", 

l-iae of L"rt-ict"et souii. io the center line of

the contin't.rtaro"--oi Eleventn S;reet f;hen sorrthlrest along tire center

]-iaeofnleveuihSLreettct'ne.""..'iigeofl.Jii]-or.:sL:eetanJtnen
on rhe ceBrer ii";-;i i^ri110w srio"i-t" tirc i'iabash li:i-ver) ' iieither is

you: home t" ot""loi lisc"" taioial]ally il:' the tl-alional Register '

T-nererore. you "r. 
ooa nor el-igibie for a nj-storic preservation loan'

TobeellgibieforanistoricpreEervationioan,ai:o:nemustbelis--ec
iatnel.iarioaa}iregisr.erofii'istoric?laces'0rinciu<iedrritnina:districE
whicir is iisrec i;';;t ilational ttusl"t"t
been clete::nj-ned 'fi*ftft 

fo= fi"t'i;t-l ::-liational 
legi.ster' c= if j-t

iswithinadiscrietrgirrclrnasbeen<iecerulnece.]-icibleforllstlac-
?roce<iures for obcaining " iri"roii. pt"""*a:ion loam b'ave noi yel been

fisalizec: we vrill 1et you knolr vrhen the Progran becones oPeiational'

The encl0se. riateri-ai r-rir 1 supply t": i:: 1ia1t':'onai- 
inforrnation abo*t

theDrogranirncr"di.t:-ndicatewha|voucanclon'o!TEobecomeeiigibie
fof arr ;iistorrc i]feservaiio" lo-' or to finc al;ernat:-ve meaas for

funcing 'rour oro-i ecE ' ]f i'ou "** ""t lurther quesEions ' please ric nol

hesitat'e to rr:i:e cr car: us '

C i r n arn l a' \'Otl'fs .

-T. liurr.asi.
of tbe liaciclal liegisier
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lieeoer

D. Clouo, SHPO lndiana w/copl' of inc'


