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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This btrilding was erected by the Michigan Central Railroad in 1851 and 1852. It is
255 feet long, 62 feet wide, 2L feet high at the eaves and 37 feet high ar the peaks
of the parapet gabl-es. The walls are of Jol-iet limestone, 24 inches thick. The
stone was brought to Michigan City by barge. Tire roof timbers are 10 x 12 inch
hand hewn from red oak. The bottom chord is a single piece 60 feet 1ong. The
orlginal building had six engine repalr sta1ls whose stone archways are st111
vislble. The brick floor shows wear from tlte work at the anvils in the black-
snith area. The buiLding was used before the advent of electric power. The
orlginal power was steam (the boil-er stub stock is sti11 in place) with the engine
running a central drive shaft. This shaft was located on the bottom chord of the
roof framing. There \^/ere power take-off pulleys and clutches at each stall. This
bullding is a good example of nid l9th century heavy repair shop.

A sixteen stall roundhouse was built at the same time and of the same materi-als.
It stood to the south and east of this building. The present business, who
purchased the buildings in L92B razed the roundhouse.

The original repair shop is used by Tonn and Blank, Inc. as offices and shop
faciliries in their real estate and construction business.

Minor alteratj-ons srrch as the change of door and window fixtures have not changed
the strong solid feeling of this massive structure.
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The Tonn and Blank Building (the Michi-gan Central Railroad Bngine Repair Shops) is
significant hlstorlcally as 1t relates to transportatlon an<l connnerce in this area
and in the country as a whole, and architecturaLly as an example of heavy shop
construction in the mid 19th century.

Mlchigan Clty, founded in 1833, was the only 1-ake port in Indiana. It was located
at the northern end of the Michigan Road, on the banks of Trail Creek near thepoint where it empties into Lake Michigan. Manufactured goods and salr were broughtin by ship and were distributed overland as was farrn produce.

The Mammouth Internal rmprovement Bill of Indj-ana (1"836) initiated a vast program
of transportation development. Michigan City was a pivotal point in shipping from
across the lake and land transportation from the east to Chicago, thence west andsouth. The Mlchigan Central Engine Repair Shops was erected in lB51-l-852 when
l"lichigan City issued city bonds for $12,000 for that purpose. The railroad agreedto maintain the shops at this division point between Michigan and Chicago. Wittr
bhe improvement of the harbor at Michigan City after L870, traffic on the lake wasireavy with large shipments of lumber, paper pulp and salt from Michigan and Wiscon-sin' Exports frorn Michigan City included packed salt pork and fish, farm produce,as well as furniture, railroad equi_pment and sand.

irollowing World War I and the development of the harbor at chicago, lake shipping tothe Michigan City harbor declined materially. Because of the consequent reduction
'i{'th€ transshipment of goods by rail, the Michigan central Railroajrs divisionpoint and repair shops were removed to Nil-es, uichigan in 191_8.

rnis building is a rare survi-ving example of railroad service buildings. rtsnassive constrcutj"on is in part required by the large interior space required forr;rilroad repalr shops. The engineering solution to this problem in 1g50 was:;trength ln mass.
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