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fj Moved fi Orlginol Site

(Check One)

I UnolteredI Altered

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (iI KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The bui 1 ding, in j ts present condi tjon, sti 1 I mai ntajns
st of the simpl ifjed Victorian architectural styles that were

riginally designed into the building" The use of white stone
Lo contrast with red brjck (characteristic of Romanesque Victor-
ian Gothr'c) is still prominent, dS wel 1 dS, the symmetrjcal
frontal design reminiscent of Georgian and Early Republ jcan bujl
ings. The triangular pediment is stil I intact along with the
cornice work under the eaves of the building.

Thjs buildr'ng is typical of many bujldings in the Victorian
Era. Much of the archjtecture was influenced by earl jer periods
and there was a constant process of taking earlier designs and
copying or modifying them to suit the architect.

Some alterations have been made on the exterior appearance
of the Town Hal 1 . The chimneys have been removed; the cupol a
and bel1 removed (approx. 1953); a fire escape added and a con-
crete block addition; the windows boarded up and the front door-
ways wal l'ed from the jns jde.

The jnterjor of the building has gone through more extensiv
renovatjon. The stage has been removed from the second floor;
the first floor, which used to contain at least four rooms (coun
cjl room, fire engine room, and two stores) is now one rarge r
with a vault in the center.

Much of the building can be easily restored wjthout losing
the authenticity. The original plans for the stage are in the
ity's possessjon and the original be1 I (purchased jn lBgo from

the Cinc'innati Foundary Company)'is in the possession of a churc
fjfteen miles south of Huntingburg. It is hoped that the build-
ingrs <ixterior can be restored to its original style and the in-
terior can be renovated jnto an 0lder Americans Center, a multi-
functional community meeting center and a museum for local and
ounty historical arti facts.
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'''""";;li"r"'t"i t, one of the oldest buildings in Huntingburg,
js an example of 19th century, Victorian, opera-houSe archjtec-
ture. It was the focal and gathering point for community activi
ties (meetings, banquets, shows) and js assocjated wjth early
businessmen and community leaders, many of whose decendents con-
tinue to 1 ive wjthin the city and county.

A petitjon was filed on September 4, 1885, bY Charles
Schwartz on behalf of five-eighths of the citizen owners of tax-
able property, to build a ffre engine house and town hall com-
bined, the same to be forty-four feet wjde and eighty feet long.

The bujlding was designed by Henry Mursinna, a welI
known and qujte actjve loca1 architect, according to Howard
Wooden in Architectural Heritaqe of Evansville. Wilbur Peat in
Indi ana f-fo ned Mur s i nna as
ne of the prominent architects in Sout s tern Ind i ana. Near -

1y every large town jn this state had its 1oca.l architect; J. H.
Frick and Henry Mursinna were mentioned for this area by Mr.
Peat. Mursinna designed many types of buildings (i-ncluding
houses, hosp'i ta1 s, churches and cathedral s ) i n the Evansvi 1 1e
area, and utilized a variety of the styles of Victorjan archi-
tecture. The bui 1 di ng was bui 1 t by 1 ocal peopl e: Herman Di ck-
enson Co. , General Contractors; Schl ess i ng Brothers, bF i ck1 ayers
and Herman Rothert, superintendent of construction. The build-
ing was recejved by the town on June 1Oth, 1866 and by August
10, 1866 Charles 0ffinger, local carpenter, was hired to bujld
the stage (see enclosed zerox of original plan) on the second
f1 oor.

Located on the main street of the town, the City Hall was
the hub of communi ty activi ty. The bui I ding was mul ti -prrpose,
with two stores on the first floo,r, facing Geiger Street, a coun
cil room, and fire engine room. The second floor, with stage,
was used for everything from theatre to meetings and conventions
While a totally concjse ljst of renters does not exist, the
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the years. Po1 jtjcs was d'iscussed when the Republ jcan and Prohj-
bi tion Partjes held meetings; entertajnment was offered when the
Bonton Dancing Club, the Gene Dramatic Co., The Germainja Comedy
Co., and The Montezuma Co. rented the hal1; and varjous cjvic meet
ings of the Fire Co., Knights of Columbus and Dubois County Alumni
Associatr'on, ds wel 1 as fund rajsers like the Public School Lj-
brary Benefi t of 1 B9O were hel d.

Being a City Hal l, major decjsjons about the future of the
community were made here. After the Town became a city (late
1890's) the mayor had hjs offr'ce in the bujlding and until that
tjme the trustees held bj-monthly meetings deciding how to obtain
water for the City, gr antjng bui 1 ding permi ts, bui 1 ding streets,
and making other decjsions affecting the future of the City. The
bui 1 ding was used as ci ty offices unti 1 1971 when the bui 1 di ng
was closed. Complete record books from 1865 (formatjon-cf the Town
of Huntingburg) to 1974 are jn the City's possessjon, Reading
through the 1864-1890 books one fjnGthe names of trustees, ffidyors
and cjtizens assocjated with the history of the City and the City
Hall. These people were store owners down town (many of whose
names stji 1 remain on bujldings), lawyers, and just ordinary citi-
zens whose decendents contjnue to work and ljve in Lhe City. It
js clear from these records that the City Ha11 symbol izes the
cultuhal, social, political,teconomical growth of the City and its
for efat her s .
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public I-aw
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedrres set
forth by the National Park Servrce. The recommended

level of significance of this nomination is:
National [] State n Local n

Name

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Directot, Oflice ot Atchealoey and Historic P.eeervation

D.*o

ATTIiST:

. ; -.;* t:i"Lo

;
Vr

d
n
G
ct

l
o
z.
atr

ttr

m
m


