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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORlGINAL (IF KNOWN PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Steuben County Jail was the brick and concrete inspi-ration of Ohio architects
Gi_bbs and Moser. Built in 1877, the 2 Llz story structure has an irregular main
wing with a rectangul-ar prison wing extending from the back of the building. Light
rust colored and black brick rnrere used in between concrete coursing' A sculpted
representation of a sun r,iith the completiorl date inscribed, adorns the entra.nce
rrll-. The roofg of the back wing a4d two recent additions (the enclosure of a

north poreh in 1961- and a large though unobtrusive south wing in'1971-) are flat
while'the main structur.e has.a slate mansard roof. The main wing also contains ari

, elaborate. to\^rer with a pyramidaL roof and an elaborate cupola and weathervane on

top. There are four brick chiirrreys at each corner of the main wing. The hooded

dormer windows are sculpted in the Second Ernpire mode. Elaborate brickvrork forms'
the cornices. The windows are double hung with a flush fan and qoncrete quoining
surrounding them. A Victorian style gril-I- work covers the front entranee stoop whieh
l-eads to the sirnpl-e door with a segmented architrave. The interior has handsome

wood mouldings in thet'sheriff ts quarters while -:the jail- is plain yet very functional
and comfortable.

Aside from the two additions mentioned which marr but do not obstruct the unity of
the original structure, the jall has changed very littl-e. trt continues to serve
as'an effective penal- institutiori with an architectura! charm not widel-y seen in
buildings of this use.
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SPECIFIC DATES LB77 BUTLDER/ARCHllEcr Gibbs and Moser

STATEMENT OF SIGNI FICANCE

Septenber 6, LB76 proposal-s for a new county jail were discuss'ed by the St,euben
County Board. A few months later, Gibbs and Moser, Ohio architects, had been
selected to design the structure which was to include the jail, residence for the
County sherlff and the sheriffrs offices. The construction firm of titzenberger
and Zoll-er of Fort, Wayne finished the building on seheduLe in l-87.7 for the sum

of'$21,L44.13.

Much architeetural interest is derived from the anomalous nature of the structure ' ,

(This is with out reference to the two functional additions; in L96l- a north porch
was enclosed, and in 1-971- an addition was made on the south side.) Gibbs and Moser
employed pale rust brick, and white painted ruood for trirmnings, in a manner that
defies architectural classification. The tower, cupola and weathervane are truJ-y
a delight.

From a historical perspective, the St.euben County Jail was designed with a humane

touchnot typical of penal institqtions in the l-B70ts. The cell-s have not been changed
up to this very day.and l-ocal- authorities report, they serve their purpose with rarely
a compLaint.

The adverse effects of a monotonous poorly planned jail have only recently becone a
public- concern. It is for this reason that far sighted humane planning coupled with
an attractive well constructed design gives the Steuben County Jail great significance.

It has also become a significant Landmark in the community of Angol-a. and serves with
the courthouse as a focal- point in the downtown area.
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THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS

NATTONAL _ STATE r-ocar- X

As the desisniteO Siate Historic Preservation Officer forthe National H.istoric Preservation Act cif 1966 (Public Law 89-665), I

hereby nominate this property for.inclusion in the National Register and cerilfy that it has been_ evaluated according to the

criteria and orocedures set forth bv the National Park Service.
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