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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN} PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

In the late 1"880!s a predourinating architectural- styl-e was a Romenesque mod.e created.
and used most effectiveLy by Henry Hobson Richardson. His influence can be seen through-
out the country. Ttre Rush County Courthouse, constructed in 1896, is a weLl- preserved
exanpl-e of this styl_e.

The'3 LlZ story structure is sheathed in rock faced stone although the structure is
supported by a heawy steel- frame, an early use of this material-. The irregularl-y
shaped building is highLighted by a square clock to\4rer with a pyramidal roof wi.th
conical turrets. The four towers at each end of the building have pyramidal roofs.
The main area has a steep red tile hipped roof. Stone pendants accent the edges of
the nain roof rs verges. The cornice is-boxed with a decorated ftieze. Al-1 r,rindows
have the characteristic rounded arches excl-uding the rectangular first fl-oor windows.
A smooth stone course acts as lintel and siLl for the second story. A projecting
entablature above the course supports the engaged Corinthian colurnms. The third
floor columts are l-ess decorative as is the entablature above this storv. The windows
are set back giving a massiveness to the building. The entrance is " rid. segnental-
arch at ground l-evel-

The interior is enhanced. by marble wainscoting and pl.asters. The fl-oors are Venetian
lMosaig. The wal-1s are stone and the floors and ceilings are what is known as hol-1ow

fil-e, flat arch construction. The 3rd floor contains two large stained gl-ass windows.
One is believed to be the largest stained glass rendering of the Seal- of Indiana to
be found in the state. Much of the original quarterdd oak furniture and light fixtures
are still- intact

From the l-96 foot tolrer which can be seen for miles down to the sna1l stone finiaLs,
the Rush County Courthouseisaexquisite well maintained example of one of the flrst
strides towards modern architecture. It also remains a vital part of the governmental-
proceeding of Rush County
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Built in L896, the Rush County Courthouse stands today as a unique exampLe ofl-9th
CenturycourthouseconStructionandarchitecture.Thebui]-dingitse1.t'istK
monumental proportions. Its size dominates the entire conrnunity and can be seen from
niles around. Constructed for approximately $1-25,000, it woul-d be impossibl-e to
duplicate today.

The hand carved stonework on the exterior, p1-us the hand carved woodwork inside
represent skil-l-s that have nearly become a l-ost art. Also of significance are the
two large stained glass windows that are l-ocated on the third floor. It is beLieved
that one of the windows presents the largest rendering fo the state seal in
existence

It is significant to note that over the years che buiLding has undergone LittLe
alteration from its original- appearance. Even at this writing, contracts are being
signed to restore the exterior of the buiLding and repLace the til-e roof. Interestingl-y
enough, the County Cormrissioners loeated the saue firm that suppl-ied the original-
til-es in l-896

This courthouse, Uy ".trirrg as the seat of County go.r.irrr"rrl, ha"'toucnea-the lives
of every citizen of Rush County.

It has, by vertue of its monumental- design, careful maintenance and central l-ocation
become the central- landmark in Rushville.
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