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When John Wood constructed a saw nil-1 in 1837 and a grist nril-l- the fol"lowing year 'it formed a basis for one of the first industries in Northern Indiana and a prosperous
conrmunity forrned by Mr. Wood. Today, only the grist mi1l remains in a much altered,
seriousl-y deteriorating condition, yet it provides a mell-ow g1-impse of early Indiana
industry.

T11e 2 L/2 stoty connron bound brick mill- is a rectangular, four void structure. The

exterior wa1Ls are load bearing r+ith the interior spaces supported by solid, hand
hewn wooden beans. The end bay of one side of the nain facade slightly protrudes
for no appafent aesthetic reason. The roof is a gambT.el, 9ty]? wiEh the reOent'
addition of asbestos shingles. The eaves "tt irioiecting(t^titfil t?ri''iaft'ers exposed.
A11 the windows have segntnted openings with p1-ain wooden surround-i}-gP,anq 1ugsi1-1s.
A11 the windows are either nissing or broken due to reapeated vand5lisrir. ''The off center
main opening (the door is nissing) is simple with a plain wood l-inte1.-ovgrhead.

By 1954, a1L of the machinery and conveyor belts had been stripped from the nil-l-.
A11 that remains are the exposed interior structural members which in spite of their
poor condition present an interesting story in themselves. A three story brick smoke

stack is also adjacent to the mil-l-.

Although the nill- te1ls a story'rich in local color, neglect and repeated vandal-ism

threaten this historical- structure into a complete state of dilapidaLion.

t, t...t.' ,',..1 :t rtt':" j

r frjl+; 'ra-!.:, r u

.1 
-"rtJ-, 

.ltf:\



@ srcrvrFrcANcE

PERIOD

-PRE 
HISTORIC

_1400- 1499

_1500- 1599

_1600-1699

_1 700. 1799

'n X-r aoo-r Bgg

_1900,

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE .. CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

-.-.ABCHEOLOGY-PBEHISTORIC 
-COMMUNITY 

PLANNING 
-LANDSCAPE 

ARCHITECTURE

--ARCH EOLOGY- H ISTOB IC 
-CONSE 

RVATIO N -RELIGION

-sctE 
N cE

-SCU 
LPTU RE

-SOCIAt,/HUMANITARIAN

-THEATER

-TRANSPORTATION

-orHER 
tsprctrV)

-_AGBICULTUREx-qncx,trcrunr

-_-ART

{coun,lrnce
*COMMUNICATIONS

-ECONOMICS

-EDUCATION

-ENGINEERING

-LITERATURE

-MILITARY

-MUSICXe"pLorot'oN/sETTLEMENT 
-pHrLosopHy

-INDUSTRY, 
-INVENTION

] ,j\ i _,.1' !,

-POLITICS/GOVER 
NM ENT

SPECIFIC DATES 1838 BU}LDER/ARCH ITECT

STATEM ENT OF SIGNI FICANCE
In 1-837, John l,Iood, who had come from Massachusetts Just one year before, construb,ted
the first n11-L and probably the first industry in Porter and Lake counties. Mr. Wood
then continued to buil-d auxiliary nuil-l-s and at one time the convmunity whieh cenLered.
around the nil-l-' numbered fourteen f amiLies. The o1-d grist nill-, the onl-y nill- re-
naining' has. been altered and is in a deteriorating conditi-on, however, it still-
vividly recalls the past of this ear1y Indiana cornrunity.

John lJood visited the forested land of Northern Indiana and made a Land clain in 1835.
One year 1-ater,, he returned with his fanil-y onl-y to find that General- Tipton, a
United States Senator from Terre l{aute had laid a ttfloat'f on his pLans in the name
of Quash-Inan, a Potowatami chief who had been given the 1-and by the government in
L832. Wood had hoped to pay the.government $200 for the quarter section but ended
up buying the l-and directl-y from Quash-ma for $L,000. The grist miLl- which was
constructed in l-838 al-ong with a saw mil-l- buil-t the previous year becan€ a very
prosperous business for the Wood famil-y.

In the early 1900rs the nill- was equiped with a steam engine in case the water power
fail-ed. As Late as the 1950rs the nj.l-l was intact, but by J.954 the mll-1 was stripped
of aLl- the machinery and conveyor belts

The site also contains the femily burial- ground which was established when one of Mr.
Woodrs sons died shortLy after the fannil-y arri-ved. Mr. Woodrs grave can be seen to
this day. An ancient Indian mound dated by archaeol-ogists to be 500 A.D. is also
within the property.

In its prime Woodrs MlLL, properly call.bd Woodvale, was a thriving sna1L conmunity
which John Wood had built with the adventurous pioneer spirit and hard work that was
so much a part of earLy Indiana history.

This niLl is signlficant as a good exampl-e of uril-l- construction typical in design
and fenestratlon of many across Indiana that are most often of wood construction.

is especlally sigrtificant because of its association with earl-y settlement in
County and as the center of a viL1age.
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