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building is an important trandmark Just south of the centTal Monument Circle
in Indianapol-is.

The major spaces of the first floor are supported by flat brick arches
carried by inverted iron rtTr srr and supported by iron beams and/or massive
stone bearing walls. A few of the small areas are carried by wooden joists'

This three srory rectanflular srructure (145r X 145') is built of red-
orange brick l.aid in cofiLmon bond on a dark red, stone base wiLh a rock faced
filish. The building has weathered to an al-most black patina concealing the
color differences in the material. Five distinct units compose the facade
(north elevation). A maJor brlck tor^7er wlth a square cxoss-section ancl a

series of decorative brlck revetments above ttre cloclc faces is the most pro-
nlnent feature. The corners of this tower are defined by serai-cir:cular tour-j
e1les u'ith conical caps and the tower is topped with a polyfoil spire that is1

covered with slate. The nain entranee is centered on the facade and consistsi
of rhree pairs of wooden doors with large fixed lights and brass kick plates I

almost three feet in height. This main entry,ray is eovered by a marquee thatl
was added sometime in the 1920ts. The roof is an series of, intersecting 

I

gables and hipped elements with a sfone cornace and covered rqith plate which 
I

defines corner pavilions. 
I

The majority of the fir:st floor window openings are expressed as seml-
circular briclt arctres" The orlginal frames have been replaces wlth glass
block to about .a foot below -the spring lite 'of Uhe arches and the area above

the glass blcck has been closed with brick. The second floor has the original
double-huns,wooden windows. Most noticeabl-e are Ehe two fine st.ained glass
wheel windows which define the north and south elerrations of the building. 

i

These -windows 'about 20 f eet across f brm thei ends of the barrel .-vaulted 
i

vestibule and are g7-azed r^rith green, amber, and off-white stained glass. A

series of five stalned glass dkylights about six feet square iri the barrel
vauit have a similar Patina.

The interior of the Union Station is dominated by Lhe monumental barrel
vaulted waiting room that extends the length of the building arid f,orty-five
feet to the roof and is one of the finest large scale public spaces in Ind-
ianapolis. Looking north or south one sees the two-'stZriried'g1ass wheels at
either end of the building gn{ looking up one views the stained glass in the
barrel varrl-t. "

The maln doors open into a vestibutre twelve feet deep vrhich in turn
opens into ttre waiting troom" The waiti|g room is three sLories in height and

is s,rrrorrnded by " r.ii.u of shops aii the"ljaSt and west-'iricluding a dining
room, jeweler, and ticket ijffiiesi''' Ttie'deCond'f,lbijr is'a SefieS -of small
shops and the third floor is a series of'former railioad officeis. Systems

"nr"h 
*" the Neiq York'Central; and Pennsylvania are still evident through the

signs on the i+indows. Originally the waiting rodrir'wai dntiiety fr"ro-stories
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but shops were added to the first floor.
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ST.ATEMENf .QF SIGNIFICANCE: , : I

The p::esent IndianapoU-s Union Statlon stands on the slte of the first I

Union Station in. the Unj-tes States. The first train pul1-ed into Indianapollsl
on October 1o 1847 over the newly lald tracks faefiMadlson, Indiana and
sta.rted extenslve changes ln the Eowns economy as j-t qulckly became one of
the nations rail centers. Railroad leaders 1r: Indianapol-is saw the need for
sone kind of system to get growlng numbers of trains and railroads in and out
of town.

In August of 1849 the Union Railway Company r{as formed to solve the
problem" They laid track al-l the railroads could use and on Septenber 28,
1853 they opened Ehe first Union Statj-on. This building, a brick structure
(120' X 420') with a cl-erestory planned by Captain Thomas A. Morris containec
five tracks 

"

By the Civil War the station was already too small- and was widened to
200 feet and a eating house was added" rn 1870, tr{.R. Holloway, v/rltlng ln

z

uJ

Indianapolls; a Historical and Statlstlcal- Sketch of che Rallroad City rvas

""lii"c for "tne- eleition-oF? ;r*ltar b"ilAGF rn "'t!rg;;;;;I;,;;;l.rrg"r,tty demandedr-.pusq,efe, long, become a.necesslty, if, qF" gF"q; :o;il*r.,". 
Ijof one passenger depot for all our railway lines be cbntinuedrr. Thi.s necessil

lwas finally fu1-fI-lled in 1886 when the old station was deaol1shFd and rhe 
i

]city coirtt"ir giefited several stfeet closings to consrrucr a new union ii".i"J
ifte fnpilnapolis Union Station represents an eafly example of planning for 

il,rrd"tt irdnsportation.'''' 
r

I Built tretween 1886 and 1BBB the new and present Unl-on Statlon provides i

llndianapolis with one of the best examples of Romanesque Revival Archttecturd
lin tfre United States. The rugged strength of Rcmanesque architecrure has 

I

]been carefully rendqred here j-n materi"als, deslgn, an<i space utillzatlon. 
i

I From the terrazza fLoors tlirough the finely made balcony to the stained j

l8lass windows at either end and at the ceiling the roaiting room of rhe Ilnion 
]

lStation is one of the finest public spaces in Indiana" Its monumental size 
I

iobscures some of the new neon signs that glow over booths in rhe room and thq
lold benches quickl-y bring.oqe back tp the railroad er4. This structure is 

i

Itruly monumentpl both alrlhp lnterior and on the.exterior" Even the scale ofl
lfixtures in the resttrooms is nearJ-y moumental. 

I

i I" the height of the railroad era 200 trains a day moved through the 
I

llndianapolis Uni-ol Station. Jlre signs on the windows of , now abandoned 
I

loffices from railroads such as the New York Central- and Pennsvlvania still i

lremarn 
one or the great era of rallroadlng. I
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The Indianapolis Unlon Station an outstanding architectural
Indianapolis Landscape that has survied relativly intact the shj.
transportation, land use, and architecture. It recalls both in
r'rhen fndianapolis was a leading railroad center.

feature on the
ft in focus of
mass and detail-
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j fne floor of the waiting room is terrazzo r,*lth a gray field and strips
rhn.r 1 1l) foot \^/ids wifh a scroll design in green and red. The wall and4 !/ L ruLL

ceilings are made of painted plaster and incorporate various scroll and bracket r

designs to decorate the cornaces and corners. The pi"ers of the main wa$ting 
I

room have marble wainscotting and are faced with pilasters as a part of the Ronan
arched order expression. The balcony is defined by a finel-y detailed open iron
balustrade and carried cantilevered from the wall by a series of scroll type
brackets.

The base-ment contains the public toilets
cludes a large waiting room with wash stands
verv larpe rrrinal-s tlrat are about 5 I/2 feet'*- l

vras ca11ed the i.mmigrants waiting room is now
The structural sysrem of the bullding is

are sufferine from lack of maintainence.



It. [{AJoR BTBLIOGRAPHf CAL REFERENCES

l"In the New Stationr" IndianapoJ-ls Journal, 17 Sept. LB8B, p.B.
Inc.:aa, Thomas, architect and englneer. B3-ueprints of the working drawings of
Union Statl-on. Most dates 28 JuIy iBB6. In possession of Bohlen, Meyer, Gibdon

land Assoc. o rndianapolis. Dunn, Jacob Piatt. Greqtel &qtanglgllq. chicago, tdto
Vo1"i,p.2'63.Bickne11,ErnestP.Irrdiqnap@napotis']-893.
i$_rglggc!" Illgftrated, Il.R. Page Co., 1889. 

I

1W.R. Holloway, In4ianapql-Ls; A i{istorical an{ Sratiqticq! Sketch of the RailrCaC
" is 1870I wr L) llluIdtIdPua.

10, CECGRAPHIC,AL SATA.

LONGITUDE

Degrees

86"
Minules Seconds

09 '3s.s"
NT:

5F

7a,, ,-;-tt;-. i"L ..,r,, ,,.. oor "oc,i-i"i'Es 
ovERLApprNG srATE oIt couN I Y aouNDARtF:s I

coaL: !CCLJNTY

js"i ATf :

t__
IsTATE:
I

i

CcUNTY: COOE

COUNTY

CODE COUNTY

(lr

fTl

2

ttl

-{

o
v

FORM PREPARED BY

_His lloric,Ame rican_ Brr ilfl in gs _S.ur_v fnd. Dept. Natu

l'IAML Arll) Il Il-L i

,lAvjl S. llslm.ansan _:-... Sr.lpervisor

As tht' rlts iE,,natt:d Stirte I-iaisort Officer for the Na-

tronal llisloric L)rest'rvation ACt of l()66 (Public Law

8(),4){,q), I hcreby nonrinatt' this 1>roperly fot inclrtsiorr

Iiegisterr an<! cc'rtif y that it has been

ac( to the c-iteria and procedures set

Park Servrce. -l'hc recommended

lrl of srgnificance of this nomrmtion is:

Naticnal i l State E Local fl

ric G I lh-ertsou
DATL

NATIONAL iIEGISTER VERIFICATION

hereby certify that this propd'rty is included

ational Register.

Director, OIIice ot ArchealoEY and Preser!'at1on

LqTITUNE
DEFINING THU

OF

Deqrees

390

]STREET AND NUMBER: 
I

i Ball State Universitv I--
lc'rr on rcwr, 

N

--hl,tttc:c-J-ndiana[z- srlrr r-rnrsoN oFFrcEr?{ERTtrlcA]lot't:'-

Narne

Keeper a{ TIte Nation;:l Re6lisfer


