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1. Starr liistoric District consists of 150 acres comprising
Elizabeth Starr's Additions to the City of Richmond. The dis-
trict is bounded on the north by the centerline of North"E"St.,
on the south by the centerline of North rtArr Street, on the east
by the centerline of North 15th Street, and on the west by the
centerline of the alley running north between North 9th Street
and North 10th Street. Starr Historic District is, and ilways
has been a residential neighborhood, occupied by well-to-do
Quakers and other wealthy citizens. The lots in this addition
are quite ample for the period being 165' x 32' - Some LO2

historic structures are located in Starr Historic District,
1 of national importance, 4 of state importance, and the balance
of local importance. The town houses and villas found in Starr
Historic District are of early and mid-Victorian vintage, being
principally detached vi1las in the Italianate and Bracketed styl
The street grid is a normal rectangiular pattern, and blocks
in Starr Historic District tend to be rectangular, having no
building room on north and south ends. All historic properties
save one face either east or west. Later non-conforming struc-
tures have been built facing north or south-
2. The following structures are considered-
Importance:
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(a) william G" ,Scott__!4qneronlfggg)--L26 N- 10th St-,
bracketed Italian Villa with cupola, having delicate
almost modillion like in character. House occupied by

21 stor
bracket
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family since completion, furnished with original furniture.
Excellent example of early Victorian home design.

3. The following structures are considered to be of State
fmportance:

(a) Mit_ler-Mendanhall House(1875\--222 North 10th st., 2\
story ftalian Villa in round style with excellent detailing.
Originally constructed by John F. Miller, detailing in the
academic style of Diedrich A- Boh1en-
(b) Hi.cksite Fri*eads Mee_t_inq Hguse (1868) -- (1120 North rtA 'r st
2 story brick meeting house in ultra-plain Italianate style
situated in center of parklike enclosure. Originally buitt
for Hicksite Friends, now Wayne County Historical Society
Museum.
(c) Dickins.on Log House (1825) --LL?O North "A" St., 2 story
log house built by Richmond's first tinsmith, excellent
example of log construction. Moved to museum glounds 1968
from oriqinal Ft- Wayne Avenue location.
(d) Starr-Cadwallader House (fS0f1 --227 North 12th St. 2 stor
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE .i.'-Afttiit.i_.t,ir'uf siq"i_+"u"... The 24 blocks forming Starr His-
torElEfiFt represent thre largest collection of extant early
Victorian villas and town houses in fndiana, and one of the
best preserved Victorian residential neighborhoods in the
Midwest. It is a unified neighborhocd, consisting of the homes
of well to do merchants and industrialists, who being members o
the Society of Friends,did not build ostentatious towered villa
The product of this neighborhood was a subspecies of American
Victorian architecture, which emphasized classical balance and
harmony of composition, creating a Victorian-classic substyle
in the Italianate and composite modes. The unit of Starr His-
toric District cannot be coRveyed in words. Architecture in
the district ranges from the rather florid Mi11er-Ivlendenhall
House, to a plain hip roofed town house like the starr-
Cadwallader llouse. Stylistically, the structures in Starr
District range from Greek Revival, through Composite and
Italianate, to Second Empire and Queen Anne. The architectural
harmony of Starr District lequires only the addition of gasligh
and cobblestone streets to be what it was in the lB70's.
2 . Historicaf Siqnif icarye . Richmond ,Indiana , dt the cl-ose of
the Civit War, was Indianars leading farm implement manufactur-
ing city- since 1836, when Able Thornburg built the first
horse-drawn reapel in Richmond, fa::m i.mplement plants had been
put up, principally along the Indiana central tiailroad, just
north of Starr Historic District. The largest such plant was

Gaar-Scott & Co., makers of threshing engines and traction
engines, as well as a line of reapers and combines. The three
partners of Garr, ScOtt & Co., at one time or another built
homes in Starr Historic District" Additionally, the Hen]y
family, makers of threshers, reapers and (in the person of
Micajah Henley) inventor of the roller skate, dlso built their
family home in Starr district. Bankers, such as Andrew F- Scot
financiers like John P. Dougan, and tens of other well*off
moquls put up their guiet, restrained ftalian villas in starr.
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Starr Historic District is a totem to that era and to the people
who organized, operated(sometimes ruthlessly) and dominated rn-
diana economic life prior to 1900.
3. Important ,Persons $sFociates with St.arr Hijstoric. Distric'b:

(a) John F. Burbgnk(L824-L912)*-Brother in law of Gov. O1iver
P. Morton, appointed Governor of Dakotah Territory :.-872,
resigned L876, r€turned to Richmond, held several important
party posts until his death in Republiean Party.
(b) Samu_e1 Henlev(180.!?-1889) --Farm implement maker, inventor
of improved threshing rakes and other accessories.
(c) Micarah He.nlev(1840?-1921)--Farm implement maker, son of
Samuel, inventor of roller skate, founder of roller polo.
(d) william* G. ScotS(1_810?-1884) --one of founding partners of
Gaar, Scott & Co., leading Indiana industrialist.
(e) An-drew F. ScotS(1811::_lBBB)--rirst President of Second
National Bank of Richmond, well-to-do wholesale grocer,

.D'larAinn ftonrrh'linrn

(f) Jonas Gaar(1792-1875)--Senior partner of Gaar,Scott & Co.
founded empire along vrith sons Abram and John M. Gaar and
lvilliam G. Scott. Bought out J.M, Hutton & Co. Spring Foundry
1849, conv€rted it to farm implement factory, made one of
first and best steam threshing engines in America.

4. Important Events Associa:Fsd w_ith Starr Historic District.
(a) Inventior of Rol1er Skate (1875)
(b) Indiana Industrial Revolution(1850-1875)
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